Celebrating

ADVENT

A.A. MILNE’S GREAT CHILDREN’S CLASSIC WINNIE

THE POOH includes this wonderful little exchange between
Pooh and his friend Piglet:
“Piglet sidled up to Pooh from behind.
‘Pooh!’ he whispered.
‘Yes, Piglet?’
‘Nothing,’ said Piglet, taking Pooh’s paw. ‘I just wanted to be
sure of you.’”
Advent is that time of the year that always seems to sneak up on
us. We finish the summer, celebrate Labor Day and before we
know it it’s November and Advent is upon us. And we say, how
did we get here so quickly! And yet it is the getting here that
seems so important because Advent wants to change the story
of our lives into the greatest of all stories: God appearing on the
plains of Bethlehem to reminds us that God is with us. Advent is
the time when God invites us to sidle up to the manger that we
can be sure of God’s presence. To be sure of God.
How grateful I am every year t0 pick up this devotional each
Advent morning and to read and ponder and pray and to be
reminded of God’s surety. That God loves us all the way to the
point of vulnerably entering the world so that we can be certain
that we are not alone. How grateful we all can be that so many
from our church family have vulnerably shared their thoughts
with us to remind us that not only are we “with God”, but that
we are “with each other.”
No better story than that.
Grace and peace,

The First Week of Advent
SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 27

Scripture Lesson
MATTHEW 25:1-13

reflect
ANNE OWENS

As we prepare for the arrival of the Christ child this Advent, we
stand aware Christ our Savior has promised to return. Of that
time, there is no foreknowledge, but we are warned, in scripture,
to prepare for His coming. We can either be wise and prudent or
foolish and lazy.
The wise virgins are both vigilant and attentive, with steadfast
trust and faith, while they wait for the bridegroom. They are
prepared to welcome His arrival in contrast to the indifferent
response and inaction of the foolish.
With oil lamps glowing and expectant hearts, we await. For unto
us a Savior was born, and unto us, He will come again.

MONDAY • NOVEMBER 28

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 40; LUKE 20:1-8

reflect
CONOR PETERS

We often jokingly use the saying, “You’re not my boss!” giving our
friends, family, and sometimes our boss a hard time. While we
joke about it, it feels good to be your own boss, under your own
authority, except this can lead to unhealthy habits within our faith
journey. How often do we find ourselves trying to avoid living
under the authority of Christ because it isn’t convenient or fitting
for our plan? David, after God’s own heart, speaks joyfully of the
Lord’s authority over his life, of God’s everlasting presence, and
how living under Christ’s authority is joyful. Christ offers us new
life, under God’s authority, that provides more fruits of the Holy
spirit than we can count. “If I tried to recite all your wonderful
deeds, I would never come to the end of them.”

TUESDAY • NOVEMBER 29

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 85

reflect
MAXINE PERRY

With Advent just beginning, hopefully, we are not yet caught up in
the busyness of the secular world and we can focus on what is the
true emphasis and meaning of this Holy season. God is speaking
to each of us and is patiently waiting for each of us to listen for His
voice. He is speaking peace and promise. He is gently and quietly
offering His gift of Shalom…the perfect peace for our bodies,
minds, and souls. So, this Advent, let us join together and listen as
God speaks quietly to our hearts and breathes peace into our souls.
Amen.

WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 30

Scripture Lesson
LUKE 20:19-26

reflect
REV. MELVIN CHRISTIAN

When I was in the third grade, l had a teacher who would
frequently open her class by asking us a trick question. The
purpose was to get us in a thinking mood and to help improve
our problem-solving abilities. Some of the questions we could
easily answer, but there was one question that stomped all of us.
The question was, “What are two things that we can’t eat before
breakfast?” The answer: Lunch and dinner. Our responses were
not even close to the correct answer.
The religious leaders of the day also asked Jesus a trick question.
They asked if it was lawful for a Jew to pay taxes to Caesar. Jesus
knew that this was a trick question. If he said no, they would
accuse him of treason and turn him over to the Romans for trial.
If he said yes, he would alienate the great mass of Jews. But Jesus
answered in a way they didn’t expect: “Render therefore to Caesar
the things that are Caesar and to God the things that are God’s.”
During this season of Advent, there are 3 main Biblical principles
from this passage we should note. First, there will be people
who will question us to trap us as Christians. Secondly, take
responsibility in society (yes, pay taxes!); Finally, the most
important principle - to give back to God what is God’s!

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 1

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 62

reflect
CAROL HOMEISTER

How can I find rest in the Lord when everything needs to be done?
Everyday life seems more than I can handle. Parties and good
tidings from friends, and yet, I’m like a leaning wall or tattering
fence ready to fall.
Remember this - truly my soul can find rest in you, God. You are
from where my salvation comes. Remember… just like the rock
that does not move, you will be here to give me rest and hope,
no matter what the world is saying. Your fortress is my refuge.
Remember this, and call to Him.
When we succeed and profit in this world, it may feel safe and
great but will never be measured by Him. He alone is our reward…
His unfailing love. Remember this.
Remember to breathe in this very truth. Know that God is our
refuge from this busy world. Pour out your heart to Him and trust
in Him alone.

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 2

Scripture Lesson
LUKE 2:12

reflect
DR. STU BROBERG

As a perfectionist from a family of perfectionists, I can tell you
that Christmas can be the most difficult season. Stress-inducing
high expectations, everything bigger, better, best. Finding the
perfect gift for the substitute dog groomer. In my family, we
would surreptitiously move an ornament on the tree where we
thought it should go. At 2 am one December, my mother fell off a
ladder and felled the Christmas tree due to her perfectionism. Her
perfectionism came crashing down in a blaze of glory.
But the first Christmas wasn’t perfect. The baby Jesus was
wrapped in swaddling cloths (rags) and found lying in a manger
(an animal feeding trough), and they were outside because “there
was no room for them at the inn.” Yet, the perfect gift was born
into the middle of a very imperfect world. It was, and is, the love
born at Christmas that makes it Christmas. We can miss it if
everything has to be too perfect. I don’t want my perfectionism to
stop the birth of Jesus into my imperfect heart this year.
“You will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger…” (not under a perfect Christmas tree). Have a perfectly
imperfect Christmas!

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 3

Scripture Lesson
ISAIAH 4:2-6

reflect
CATHIE LLOYD

Happy endings are wonderful aren’t they? Following the preceding
chapters in Isaiah where God describes the judgment that will
come to his people because of their rebellion and sin, he reminds
them in Chapter 4:2-6 this is not the be all, end all result.
The coming “Branch of the Lord” would bring hope and salvation
to all people for all time. The “Branch of the Lord” is our beloved
Savior Jesus Christ, and when the “Branch of the Lord” arrived, he
would provide a fruitful earth. He would make his people holy and
would cleanse them of their immorality and sin.
For those who trust in Christ, God has prepared a truly wonderful
conclusion: salvation, grace, forgiveness, and an eternity filled
with unimaginable joy in service to our Savior. Praise God for his
love and mercy. Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

The Second Week of Advent
SUNDAY • DECEMBER 4

Scripture Lesson
2 PETER 3:11-18

reflect
REV. LAURIE HAAS

Most people yearn for one thing more than anything else: inner
peace. Without it, they have no lasting joy or security. Today we
light the PEACE candle on the Advent Wreath. In Peter’s 2nd
letter, he is trying to encourage believers to be ready for the return
of Jesus, reminding them that the heart of God is for everyone to
be saved. While we are waiting, Peter wrote, “Make every effort
to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless
in his sight.” The word peace is used in the Bible in three main
ways. First, there is spiritual peace—peace between God and self.
Second, there is psychological peace—peace within. Third, there
is relational peace—peace among people. All three types of peace
are available to you and me through The Prince of Peace. Light
a candle each day this week and ask the Lord to fill you with the
peace that passes all understanding.

MONDAY • DECEMBER 5

Scripture Lesson
LUKE 21:2-4

reflect
JANET STEENROD

One Christmas Eve our six year old daughter awoke around 9:00
PM and sauntered into our living room and announced she’d
lost the Christmas Spirit. As the clock was winding down toward
Christmas Day, we discussed with our daughter about the joy
of both giving and receiving gifts. The truly heartfelt giving or
receiving of gifts being the most important. An hour or so later she
was tucked in bed and fast asleep.
In this Advent season the giving of gifts brings great joy to both
the giver and receiver. When the poor widow placed her two
small copper coins on the offering plate, Jesus’ heart leapt with
joy seeing such a wholehearted gift from this poor widow. But we
must also acknowledge the widow felt the great joy of giving all
she could afford. With the Advent Season upon us, we must keep
the Christmas Spirit in our hearts, and the joy of not just receiving
gifts, but also the joy of giving gifts.

TUESDAY • DECEMBER 6

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 94

reflect
ERIC JASON

Nowadays, we hear so many injustices are done to the innocent
people. There are wars against good people. There are shootings,
abuse, and cruelty that cost many innocent people to be hungry
and homeless.
This Psalm reminds me of the love and the presence of God in
each of us. God promises to send his only begotten son to bring us
hope and peace for all. We must stay faithful and remain righteous
as we wait for Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, to bring peace to
the whole world and all of us. May God give us patience and hope.

WEDNESDAY • DECEMBER 7

Scripture Lesson
JOHN 7:53, 8-11

reflect
SANDY SHOCKLEY

There are two thoughts that come to mind while reading this
passage. First, what a world it would be if we all worried more
about our own sin then that of our neighbor. Can you imagine
a world where there is less casting blame and more trying to do
better? Maybe the message Jesus is trying to convey is one where
we might only condemn another if we are free of sin ourselves.
Secondly, what a gift we have in Jesus to know we are loved and
forgiven no matter what! What a beautiful reminder that we might
start each day knowing Jesus views us all as children of God, and
to be more like Him, in forgiving instead of judging, might just be
the start to a more loving world. Maybe Christmas is the perfect
time of year to give it a try.

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 8

Scripture Lesson
2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-127:18-30

reflect
JOHN KENNEDY

This shows that the Thessalonians were going through a great
persecution under the Roman authorities. Perhaps someone
in their assembly had spoken a prophecy or had interpreted a
passage of scripture to the effect that the day of the Lord had
come. Perhaps as Paul suggests, a letter supposedly written by him
was read saying that the day of the Lord’s wrath had arrived.
The result was they were not shaken in mind or excited. That
suggests that having already been taught that Jesus would not
come until the end of the day of the Lord, they were excited that
he was about to appear. If the passage is read that way, it looks
as though the church will go through the tribulation. They were
excited that Jesus himself was about to appear.

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 9

Scripture Lesson
2 THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:5

reflect
JACKIE GOMEZ

Perhaps one of the most difficult paths to undertake in life is to
walk by faith with God. It requires us to deeply and wholeheartedly
trust in His Word. It is a trust that grows from the deepest recesses
of our soul and continues to take root and expand its foundation
as it weathers even the harshest of storms. Our faith is our guiding
light, a light that bears love and gives love. Through our faith walk,
we pour God’s love onto each other, and it is through God’s love by
which we are made whole.

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 10

Scripture Lesson
ISAIAH 8:11-15, LUKE 22:31-38, PSALM 149:6-7

reflect
KATHERINE ANDERSON

These are powerful verses. They point to the fact that life is serious
business! There is a spiritual battle that is continuously raging,
and God is the ultimate judge.
We must not be shy. We can fight by having “the praise of God in
our mouths and a double edged sword in our hands”.
Let us pray for discernment so we may recognize the enemy and
take appropriate action. If we ignore the enemy, we will not be
building the kingdom of God. Life is not about me, it is about God
- the ultimate judge.

The Third Week of Advent
SUNDAY • DECEMBER 11

Scripture Lesson
HEBREWS 12:18-29

reflect
DICK THOMPSON

We do not know the author, nor to whom it was sent, nor even
whether they were Greek converts or Jewish. But scholars tend
to agree Hebrews was written during the closing years of the first
century. This was a time of trouble as the Second Coming had
not come, and the persecutions were ramping up. Were the early
churches losing hope and faltering in faith?
Now we find ourselves in a time of intense stress. There is Covid,
disturbing politics, and we have experienced a horrific hurricane.
We forget that the steady hand of God is always here. Eugene
Peterson tells us that we tend to get in the way of God’s plan for us.
In reality we are still free to act in faith, the one thing we can do to
progress to a better life.

MONDAY • DECEMBER 12

Scripture Lesson
2 PETER 1:1-11

reflect
SARAH SOBOLESKI

Advent has us preparing for the arrival of the Christ child.
Simultaneously, we are preparing for Jesus’ return. In fact, the
word advent means coming, or arrival. When I think of something
arriving or coming, I’ll admit I think of myself as passive. This
passage from 1 Peter reminds us that waiting is not meant to be
passive. Indeed, we are called to active service. It isn’t enough to
possess the virtues given to us as gifts, we have to use them! As we
wait, we are to remain eager; making every effort, knowing that we
have been given everything we need to live the life God has called
us to live.

TUESDAY • DECEMBER 13

Scripture Lesson
ISAIAH 9:2-7

reflect
DR. WILL BROWNE

The words of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 9:2-7) are held within our
hearts as a poetic expression of our deepest understanding of the
hope we receive in Jesus, the One-who-is-to-come! We hear them
read and sung again and again. And, they are never old!
The skill and joy of Isaiah, as a poet, is seen in the way he weaves
images and words to lift us higher and higher to encounter our
own joy in the One-who-is-to-come!
Starting from the “deep darkness”, the coming light leads to
rejoicing for the ending of oppression and war. The coming of the
light reveals the birth of a child, given to be our salvation.
The final step is the recognition that it is God who is giving this
gift. As Isaiah says, “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!”

WEDNESDAY • DECEMBER 14

Scripture Lesson
MARK 1:1-8

reflect
SANDY SNYDER

John the Baptist is the herald of Jesus, the last prophet of the
Bible. He proclaimed Jesus as the one true Messiah. He preached
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. He proclaimed
the coming of Christ, our redeemer!
He told how Jesus was mightier than he was and said, “I am not
worthy to stoop down and unloose His sandals.”
He said “I baptize you with water but Jesus will baptize you with
the Holy Ghost.” John’s full purpose was to proclaim Jesus as the
promised Messiah and to tell people to prepare for His coming.
What are we called to do as Christians?
Let’s be like John the Baptist during this Advent Season and
every season. A voice in the wilderness proclaiming Jesus as our
Messiah in a world that needs a Savior.

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 15

Scripture Lesson
MATTHEW 3: 1-12

reflect
DR. STEVE MCCONNELL

According to John the Baptist, the advent of God in the person of
Jesus is not just some sweet Hallmark greeting card from heaven
intended to make us feel warm and fuzzy at the holidays. It seems
when John tells us to “prepare the way of the Lord” it’s because
God is raising the stakes. God in Christ shows us how God sees
the world and the purpose of our lives. We are being summoned
to a new and different life. It turns out that God is redeeming the
world and God is choosing to use us in the effort. “Bear fruit,”
John says. “Enrich the world with your gifts. Show people what
the world would look like if we were to embrace the love and grace
of the Savior!” Christmas is a game changer for those who are
open to changing their game. And at some point the baby born in
Bethlehem will appear before us and says, “Follow me.”

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 16

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 102:18-22

reflect
At the heart of the Jewish faith is a belief that remembrance of
the good God has done for the chosen people is an important tool.
It helps give understanding and courage in the midst of difficulty
and crisis. Because we remember, we can dare to have hope in the
midst of dire threat.
We can learn from Jewish practice that one of our opportunities
and responsibilities is to teach our children the stories of how God
has helped us in the past, helps us in the present, and will help us
in the future.
These stories are not just for our benefit. As the Psalmist says,
“Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet
unborn may praise the Lord.” Thanks be to God!

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 17

Scripture Lesson
JUDE 1:17-25; LUKE 3:1-9

reflect
KEITH MADDOX

We celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ yet worry
incessantly of His return. Rather than worry, we should repent,
pray in the Holy Spirit, build up our faith, show mercy, kindness,
humility, and do justice. It seems we try our best to subvert His
plan for us. Somehow, we turn the simplicity of God’s plan into
an almost impossible complexity. The good news is God is willing
to give all of us abundant mercy. We should be willing to do the
same.
Beloved, we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ with gifts,
food, and drink. We give thanks to him for all we have. We give of
ourselves and our treasure. We worship Him. We study His word.
We pray in His name for health, wealth, safety, peace, for others,
for ourselves, and for our families. Yet all the while, we worry
about the end times. We pray for the return to some other time.
A return to normalcy. But God tells us not to worry. He gives us
a simple plan: repent our sins, build our faith, pray in the Holy
Spirit, keep ourselves in God’s love, and look forward to the return
of our Lord Jesus Christ and eternal life with Him. We must do
these things with humility, justice, kindness, and show mercy to
those who waver and scoff, taking care to protect ourselves against
their worldly influence. Peace be with us all.

The Fourth Week of Advent
SUNDAY • DECEMBER 18

Scripture Lesson
EPHISIANS 6:10-20

reflect
LINDA GETZEN

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to withstand on the evil day and, having prevailed against
everything, to stand firm”.
Putting on armor sounds really painful. Breastplate, belt, sandals,
shield, helmet, and sword. Whew! Not the comfy outfit with fuzzy
socks suitable for Hulu watching. Paul is asking believers to put
on Jesus’ righteousness, his truth, and his peace, and have faith
in him through the gift of His salvation. The Christian life is not
easy. That doesn’t mean we cannot have fun, but for Christians,
life is more about living joyfully, no matter our circumstances.
During the pandemic, inflationary spirals, international conflicts,
and destructive hurricanes, God uses everything to make us fit
to serve faithfully. God takes anything that happens to us—even
bad things—and uses them to shape us into the people he desires.
We wear all of God’s armor to strengthen and teach us when
we encounter difficulties. God will be with us through it all, and
victory will be won according to his design. Our armor is God’s
statement that the watching world sees. So, suit up!

MONDAY • DECEMBER 19

Scripture Lesson
JOHN 5:30-47

reflect
STEVE ROWE

As Jesus was baptized by John and the Lord gave his blessings to
Jesus, the community was in doubt and nations were in turmoil.
Somehow, today seems to feel oddly similar. The only thing
different is we didn’t have Jesus walking around teaching us the
word. Instead, we have His words passed on to us through the
ages. History has gone through its peaks and valleys as it pertains
to faith, and it’s those peaks that carry us through the valleys.
Following the words of Jesus and the love of our Lord we, as a
people, have been able to do great things. Alexander the Great
converted to Catholicism, his nation followed him, and the people
flourished. The persecuted Protestants left their homeland to
form a new and free society based on the word God. That colony
became a great country, and the rule of that country was founded
in the principles of gospel. They are written in the Declaration of
Independence and in the Constitution with its Bill of Rights. For
over 200 years that country flourished but since has started to
loose the faith in our Lord. We have changed in our soul from the
spiritual to the material, from the love of our Lord to the love of
ourself. It’s time to hear the word of God as Jesus informed us and
return to the rule of God’s law. Focus on the love of our Lord, focus
on the good within people, and love our neighbor.

TUESDAY • DECEMBER 20

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 33 verses 20 -21, (NIV)

reflect
PAM WILLIAMS

In Psalm 33 verses 20 -21, (NIV) we read, “ We wait in hope for
the Lord; he is our help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.” The holiday season involves a lot
of waiting. Waiting in long shopping lines, waiting for packages to
arrive, waiting due to transportation delays, the list goes on and
on. Most people who are lonely and broken in spirit can’t wait for
the whole season to be over. It isn’t all negative. We also wait with
anticipation for the arrival of loved ones, opening gifts, delicious
food and festive celebrations.
One of my favorite Christmas Carols is the Christmas Canon
performed by the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. I love to hear the
children sing the chorus “we are waiting, we have not forgotten.”
It always reminds me not to forget what we are really waiting
for during Advent. We wait upon the Lord, “but the plans of the
Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all
generations.” Psalm 33, verse 11, NIV.

WEDNESDAY • DECEMBER 21

Scripture Lesson
ISAIAH 29:9-24

reflect
DARREL & KAREN JORDAN

In the days of Isaiah, the Lord knew the Israelites hearts were
not close to God. They only honored the Lord with their lips via
human laws that they were taught. They did not honor the Lord
with their hearts.
However, the Lord knew in a short time His Son would come and
this would allow the deaf to hear the words and the blind to see.
The Lord knew the people would eventually acknowledge His
Holiness and stand in awe.
In acknowledging the Virgin birth at this time of Advent, we too
should recognize His Holiness and stand in awe of our Lord and
Savior. For it is through His gifts of Grace and Mercy that yields
joy in our hearts.

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 22

Scripture Lesson
LUKE 1:46-56 (MARY’S SONG OF PRAISE)

reflect
DR. HMINGI BROWNE

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

I cannot begin to imagine interpreting this beautiful song of
Mary, mother of Jesus, sung while she was carrying him in her
womb. I love this song of Mary’s. Every time I read it, I feel: loved;
encouraged to go on doing my best in life for me and for others;
blessed with all that I need and a bit more; promised a better
future; and hope for a great tomorrow and security. I also feel
privileged to love God. May each of us feel God’s unending love
and Grace this advent season.

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 23

Scripture Lesson
ISAIAH 33:17-22; LUKE 1:67-80;
REVELASTION 22:6-11, 18-19

reflect
BOB BAARSON

In Isaiah 33:17-18, Isaiah uses the historical account of King
Hezekiah’s recovery from his illness to prophesize the advent
of God, “Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty.” Verse 21
“…It will be like a place of broad rivers and streams,” describes
the divine presence in the New Jerusalem in contrast to the old
Jerusalem that had no rivers or streams.
In Luke 1:67-80, this prophecy of the Good News is the bridge
between the Old Testament prophecies (Zechariah) and the New
Testament prophecy by John the Baptist. Much like the salvation
Israel received from their enemies in the time of King Hezekiah,
this is a prophecy about our salvation from sin.
The prophecy continues in Revelation 22:6-11, 18-19 which
foretells the second coming of Jesus Christ, “Look, I am coming
soon!” It reminds us of Isaiah 33:17, “Your eyes will see the king in
his beauty.” Verse 10, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of
this scroll, because the time is near.” This is a call for us to share,
like Isaiah, Zechariah and the angel, the good news of Advent as
we go about the Christmas season.

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 24

Scripture Lesson
LUKE 1:76-79

reflect
DR. JONATHAN SPIVEY

Introducing the baby Jesus on this day before his arrival, we
reflect on the prophet who was to introduce him at the beginning
of his adult ministry: John the Baptist.
“And you will … prepare the way for him, to give his people the
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun
will come to us from heaven, to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of
peace.”
What joy in discovering that my wife’s Japanese heritage and my
own Swedish background are found in this holy announcement!
The Rising Sun wipes out the despair among people like the poor
Swedes who live in darkness throughout the long winter. As people
of all nations, we cry with them, “O God, help us find your path of
peace!”
For now, we must make do with candles. But the Eternal Light of
the World is only a day away. Glory to God in the highest.

SUNDAY • DECEMBER 25

Scripture Lesson
PSALM 150

reflect
GENEVIEVE BEAUCHAMP

Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

But… shhh! The baby needs to rest!
We wake up this morning knowing that the promise has been
fulfilled, the Son of God left his heavenly throne and humbled
himself to be amongst humans. We rejoice greatly and make a
joyful noise to the Lord, knowing that Jesus is with us, that he lives
with us after such a long wait. The prophecy has been fulfilled, and
we rejoice with the angels, hallelujah!
Let the music fill the air today, dance a little, and lift your praises
to God. May you be filled with joy on this day, the waiting is over,
the light has come. Sound the trumpet, praise him with lute and
harp. Merry Christmas!

