
 
 

CHURCH OF THE PALMS - PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
STATED SESSION MEETING JUNE 1, 2026 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

Dr. Clayton welcomed the Session at 6:00 PM in the Campus Center for dinner and discussion 
around Chapter 1 of In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership by Henri Nouwen. The 
Session meeting then began at 6:50 PM in the Campus Center. 
 

MINUTES 
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton (Moderator), 
Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah 
Soboleski, and Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters. Ruling Elders: Ken Asaskura, Dave 
Bossman, Darla Furst, Michael Good, John Kennedy, John McQueen, Andrew McFall, Marlene Petro, 
Sandy Snyder, Carl Watkins, and Sherry Watts. Also present: Clerk to the Session Linda Getzen. 
EXCUSED: Lesley Conzelman. 
 
QUORUM, CALL TO ORDER, AND OPENING PRAYER: A quorum was present. Dr. Clayton served as 
Moderator. He called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. Motion made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously: To approve the Agenda for the Meeting. 
 
STORYTELLER: Sherry Watts told her story – Our Stories Matter. Pastor Brad prayed for the 
storyteller.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Clerk to the Session emails to Staff and 
Elders pertinent correspondence received between Session Meetings. The Clerk reported: 

• Pastor Hmingi held a New Member Class in May. All prospective members answered the 
required questions affirmatively. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To 
receive into membership as of 06/01/2026, the members listed in the 06/01/26 Clerk’s 
Report. 

• Next Session meeting is Monday, June 29. 
 
PASTORAL STAFF REPORTS:  
Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Brownei: 

• All is well in Congregational Life Ministries. 
• Pastor Norman and Pastor Stu are doing splendid work visiting our members in need. 
• Barbara Ingram-Rice is doing well facilitating the Supporting Caregivers Ministry. 
• Administrative Assistant Victoria Scarfe held down the Congressional Life “fort” like a pro, 

while Pastor Hmingi was away. Pastor Hmingi returned refreshed, rested, and ready to jump 
back in. 

• Presbyterian Women ended the year with a wonderful event attended by 81+. Moderator 
Janet Steenrod is a true leader. 

• Shepherding Deacons’ flocks are being updated. 
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Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski: See more details in her written report in the Session 
package 

• Sanctuary Renovation Update: The renovation is continuing - ahead of schedule. Sadly, the 
stained-glass panels in the dome ceiling could not be saved. The stained-glass panels will be 
rebuilt using stronger materials – the significant cost will be absorbed in the contingency. 

• Communications: Natalie Massing and the team have developed a new Missions brochure. 
• Palms Center: Due to adding Sunday worship services in the Center during renovation, there 

have been some pressures, but the usage summer schedule is being simplified – thank you, 
Property Director Robert Land! 

• Food Pantry: It continues to see 200+ households each day it is open. 
• Mission: COP purchased school backpacks for the children at Mision Peniel. 

 
Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters: See more details in his written report in the Session 
package 

• Baby Peters is due any day now! 
• VBS (Vacation Bible School) starts next week. 
• Summer Intern: Riley Mulholland has returned; this time, she will be interning with the 

Children’s Ministry – a very capable person. 
 
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton: See more details in his written report in the Session 
package. 

• Pastor Brad introduced the theme for the coming year – Come and See / Go and See, based 
on John 1:43. Beginning in August, the emphasis will be on the invitation of discipleship --
“come and see.” Then, in January, the focus will be on the “witness” of evangelism - ways 
we can go and see Christ in the community. Details are being fleshed out! 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE: Administration and Finance Chair Ken Asakura reported: 

• See Pastor Sarah’s Report in the Session package for more details. Note that figures are 
through April (not May). 

• Renew Campaign: The capital campaign was a tremendous success – the congregation 
pledged $3,071,817 -- $12,540 more than reported in March. That is $1,171,817 over 
the $1.9M goal. Funds actually received through April (excluding the Foundation 
contribution) are $1,835,813 – nearly the full amount of the $1.9M congregational goal. 

• Essential Ministry Budget: Annual dollars pledged for 2026 now exceed those for 2025. 
Operating revenue was down through April but was about the same as in 2025. 
Expenses were slightly over budget, but not a major concern. Preschool revenue also 
lagged, but it is managing expenses well. The overall revenue picture is similar to last 
year at this time, but it is too early to note any patterns. Pastor Sarah reported verbally 
that May's revenue is much better!  

 
OMNIBUS MOTION: 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To set aside for discussion or clarification, 
item E.1. of the Omnibus Motion as presented. 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To pass the following Omnibus Motion (Items 
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A-F), less item E.1., as presented. 
A. TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 1. Stated Session Meeting: 04/27/2026 
B. TO APPROVE THE CLERK’S REPORT: 
 1. Assignments and Meetings: 
  a. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of June: Marlene 

Petro 
  b. Deacons’ Exec. Comm. Meeting on Monday, June 1 @ 7 PM:  None (meeting 

times conflicted) 
  c. Storyteller for June 29 Session meeting: Ken Asakura 
 2. Membership Statistics, Baptisms & Weddings, and Home Communion (see attached 

Clerk’s Report) 
C. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM: 
 1. Elder attending Deacons’ Exec. Comm. meeting in May: Andrew McFall 
 2. Commissioners attending the Presbytery Meeting on 5/14: Linda Getzen 
D. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM SESSION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Administration & Finance: Ch. Ken Asakura 
 2. Global Mission Partners: Ch. John Kennedy 
 3. Personnel: Ch. Marlene Petro 
E. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MINISTRY TEAMS: 
 1. Worship & Music: Director Karai Hamada 
 3. Presbyterian Women: Moderator Janet Steenrod 
 4. Stephen Ministry Leadership: Sec. Katherine Adnerson 
F. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM CONGREGATION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Deacons’ Executive Committee: Ch. Tony Catanach 
 2. Memorial Garden Board: Ch. Sue Angle 
 3. Nominating: Ch. Sherry Watts No written report this month 

 
ITEMS FROM OMNIBUS SET ASIDE FOR CLARIFICATION OR DISCUSSION: 
1. Item E.1. - Worship & Music Report. Elder John McQueen drew the Session's attention to 

the wonderfully active report from Director Karai Hamada, including her “Coffee with Kari” 
meetings and the rebirth of the Children’s Music Ministry, which has a small wish list. 

 Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To receive Omnibus Motion item E.1. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Sanctuary Renovation Update: Included in Pastor Sarah’s Report above. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Strategic Planning: Using the ten “Challenges” identified in the 2025 Mission Study Report, 

the Session broke into three groups to discuss those challenges, then use them to create 
ranked lists of strategic priorities. The Session then reconvened to discuss each group’s 
findings and reach a consensus on moving forward. From these discussions, two strategic 
planning focus areas for the next 2-3 years emerged: (1) Stronger Connections with God 
and Neighbor; and (2) Faithful Stewardship of People and Spaces – Optimizing Resources. 
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The Session then formed two groups, each given the task by the June 29 Session meeting of 
drafting a clear goal that explains one of the strategic planning focus areas. Later in the 
process, metrics and action steps will be included with each goal. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
1. Reading for August Session dinner: Chapter 2 of In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on 

Christian Leadership by Henri Nouwen. 
 
There was no further business to come before the Session. Motion made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously: To adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:50 PM to a Circle of Prayer. 
 
 
 
By:  By:  
 The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton  Linda R. Getzen 
 Moderator  Clerk to the Session 
 
 
Attachment to official minutes: 
 Clerk’s Report (statistics) 
 
 




