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CHURCH OF THE PALMS – PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION JANUARY 26, 2025 
AND CORPORATION 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Church of the Palms – Presbyterian (USA) (“Congregation”), 
and Church of the Palms – Presbyterian (USA), Inc. (“Corporation”), together with the presentation of an 
Annual Report from the Foundation for the Church of the Palms – Presbyterian (USA), Inc. 
(“Foundation”), was held on Sunday, January 26, 2025, in the Sanctuary, with viewing available via live 
streaming on the church website. Notice was given on two consecutive Sundays before the meeting and 
in churchwide publications. 
 
QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER: Seeing over 5% of the members in attendance, Clerk to the Session and 
Secretary of the Corporation Linda Getzen declared a quorum. Also present was the President of the 
Corporation Dimitrios Vafeas. Transitional Senior Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas served as Moderator and 
called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. 
 
OPENING PRAYER: Rev. Haas opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
PROCEDURAL MOTIONS:  
 1. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To run the meetings of the 
Congregation and Corporation concurrently, and that the minutes taken will constitute actions of both 
bodies as though held separately. 
 2. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To designate the Clerk to the 
Session and Secretary of the Corporation Linda Getzen to serve as Secretary for the combined annual 
meetings. 
 
MINUTES: Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To dispense with the reading of and 
approve as recorded the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Congregation held on September 29, 
2024, and the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation held on January 28, 2024. 
 
MEMORIAL MOMENT: Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne called for a 
Memorial Moment to recognize and pray for those members of the Congregation who died during 2024, 
noting that their names are listed in the 2024 Annual Report. 
 
REPORT FROM NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chair of the Nominating Committee Marcia Baarson 
introduced the committee members and thanked them for their diligent service. Elder Baarson then 
presented the slate of nominees for Ruling Elders to serve on the Session for the Class of 2028. The 
Moderator briefly explained the duties of this office. There being no nominations from the floor, upon 
motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously, nominations were closed. Motion made, seconded, 
and passed unanimously: To accept the following to serve as Ruling Elders on the Session - Class of 
2028:  

Lesley Conzelman, Andrew McFall, Marlene Petro, and Sherry Watts. 
 
Elder Baarson then presented the slate of nominees to the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Deacons - Class of 2028. The Moderator briefly explained the duties of this office. There being no 
nominations from the floor, upon motion made, seconded, and passed by common consent, 
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nominations were closed. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To accept the following 
to serve on the Executive Committee of the Board of Deacons – Class of 2027 (one filling an unexpired 
term) and Class of 2028: 

Anthony Catanach (Class of 2027), DiAnn Alger, Jack Brown, Christine Mason, 
John Newsome, Charlene Nowak, and Ellen Schaller. 

 
Elder Baarson then presented the slate of nominees for those Deacons known as Shepherding Deacons -
- Class of 2028. The Moderator briefly explained the duties of this office. There being no nominations 
from the floor, upon motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously, nominations were closed. 
Motion made, seconded, and passed by common consent: To accept the following to serve as 
Shepherding Deacons - Class of 2028: 
 
Marylyn Aiello 
DiAnn Alger 
Judy Armitage 
Chris Batchelor 
Sherry Brenneman 
Jack Brown 
Linda Brucksieker 
Robert Brucksieker 
Carole Burkhart 
Anthony (Tony) Catanach 
Joe Coley 
Kay Coley 
Judy Colvin 
Dianne Corbett 
Mary Beth Cordier 
Renee Cotter 
Kevin Cotter 
Glenn Davidow 
Beth Ebersole 
Keith Ebersole 
Teresa Fridley 
Peggy Fry  

Barbara Fulton 
Tom Fulton 
Tim Garrett 
Cheryl-Lynn Gibson 
Janice Gilbert  
Leslie Gillis 
Mary Hailey 
Linda Halderman 
Luz Hartley 
Karen Hastings 
Roger Russell Hinshaw 
A.D. Johnson 
Donna Kesten 
Judy Kiley 
Tom Kollenberg 
Cathie Lloyd 
Kathryn Loveland 
Doug Lyon 
Kate Lyon 
Christine Mason 
Susan McKinnon 
Joan Meinke  

John Newsome 
Charlene Nowak 
Peter Nowak  
Ginger Pavloff 
Lou Pavloff  
Shelley Rhoades-Catanach 
Lida Rogers 
Sally Rownd 
Ellen Schaller 
Don Schalekamp 
Julie Schalekamp 
Kay Smith 
Laurie Smith 
Les Smith 
Pam Truax 
Anne Veith 
Kevin Voigt 
Melissa Voigt 
Helen Watrous 
William Watrous 
Larry Weaver  

 

Elder Baarson then presented the slate of nominees for the Nominating Committee - Class of 2027 (each 
class serves a two-year term). The Moderator briefly explained the duties of this office. There being no 
nominations from the floor, upon motion made, seconded, and passed by common consent, 
nominations were closed. Motion made, seconded, and passed common consent: To accept the 
following to serve as members of the Nominating Committee - Class of 2027: 

 
Margo Krusing, Bill Mallett, and Janet Steenrod 

 
Elder Baarson then presented the slate of nominees for the Memorial Garden Board -- Class of 2028. 
The Moderator briefly explained the duties of this office. There being no nominations from the floor, 
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upon motion made, seconded, and passed by common consent, nominations were closed. Motion 
made, seconded, and passed by common consent: To accept the following to serve as members of the 
Memorial Garden Board - Class of 2026 (one filling an unexpired term) and Class of 2028: 
 

Dorthy Markell (Class of 2026), Marilyn Eigsti, and John McQueen 
 

Elder Baarson then presented the slate of nominees for the Pastor Nominating Committee. The 
Moderator briefly explained the duties of this Committee to search for a candidate to serve as the next 
Senior Pastor. There being no nominations from the floor, upon motion made, seconded, and passed 
by common consent, nominations were closed. Motion made, seconded, and passed by common 
consent: To accept the following to serve as members of the Pastor Nominating Committee: 
 

Linda Calvert, Nick Gard, Beth Hill, Ethan Howell, John McQueen, 
Mike Murphy, Robin Sego, Matthew Straeb, and Barbara White. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
REVIEW OF 2024 FINANCIAL REPORT AND 2025 BUDGET: Administration & Finance Committee Chair 
Dimitrios Vafeas introduced and thanked the Administration & Finance Committee members and 
support staff. Elder Vafeas then provided an overview of the year just ended and the Church Financial 
Report printed in the 2024 Annual Report, which reflects the 2024 budget, the 2024 actual budget, and 
the 2025 budget. He highlighted the achievements in 2024, which included ending the year with a 
surplus, thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the congregation and careful management of the 
expenses by the church staff. The surplus will be directed toward replenishing the capital reserve fund. 
The 2025 budget is an increase of 1% overall from the 2024 budget. 
 
TERMS OF CALL: Personnel Committee Chair Marlene Petro explained that a request to the Presbytery 
to dissolve the installed pastoral relationship with retired Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. 
McConnell, effective March 31, 2025, needed to be formally approved by the congregation. She 
explained that Dr. McConnell’s last day of work was October 18, 2024 (with a hurricane-delayed last 
sermon following shortly thereafter!) and that the financial terms of the Dissolution, through March 31, 
2025, reflect Dr. McConnell’s accrued vacation benefits, and salary. Motion made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously: To request that Peace River Presbytery approve the Dissolution of Installed 
Pastoral Relationship between the Church of the Palms-Presbyterian (USA) and The Rev. Dr. Stephen 
D. McConnell, effective March 31, 2025. 

 
Before discussing the 2025 Terms of Call for the called pastors, Personnel Committee Chair Marlene 
Petro excused Rev. Haas, Dr. Browne, Rev. Soboleski, and Rev. Beauchamp from the meeting. Elder 
Petro thanked the members of the Personnel Committee for their service during the year. She outlined 
the duties of the Personnel Committee and the process of recommending the Terms of Call for the 
pastors. She then reviewed the proposed Terms of Call for the called pastors, which have been discussed 
with each pastor and were acceptable to each. She explained that a pastor’s paid salary is the sum of the 
salary figure and the housing allowance, which the pastor personally allocates.  
 
Transitional Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas recently received an increase in Terms of Call by congregational 
action on September 29, 2024, and the Personnel Committee recommended no changes at this time. 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To approve the 2025 Terms of Call for The Rev. 
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Laurie Haas as presented and reflected in the 2025 budget. See the Terms of Call attached to the official 
minutes.  
 
The Personnel Committee recommended that the Associate Pastors, Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Rev. 
Sarah Soboleski, and Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp, receive salary increases of $4,330.00 each. Motion 
made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To approve the 2025 Terms of Call for the three called 
Associate Pastors, as presented and reflected in the 2025 budget. See the Terms of Call attached to the 
official minutes.  
 
The Clerk to the Session will communicate the Terms of the Call to the Clerk of Peace River Presbytery 
for each pastor as reflected in the appropriate accounts. Upon return to the meeting, Rev. Haas, Dr. 
Browne, Rev. Soboleski, and Rev. Beauchamp received applause from the Congregation thanking them 
for their ministries. 
 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To receive the 2025 budget as presented in the 
Annual Report, reflecting the pastors’ 2025 Terms of Call and a total operating budget of 
$4,900,317.00. See the Annual Report attached to the official minutes. 
 
REPORT OF THE FOUNDATION: President of the Foundation David West recognized the 2024 Board of 
Directors of the Foundation and thanked them for their service. In 2024, following its grant guidelines, 
the Foundation approved grants totaling $320,000. from its unrestricted funds for mission and church 
capital-related projects. Included were grants to the Faith & Society Speaker Series, Second Heart 
Homes matching grant, Honduras Eye Clinic, capital repairs for hurricane damage to the church campus 
and the parking lot renewal, Samaritan Counseling Services, and leadership development seminary 
grants. The Foundation ended 2024 with a balance of restricted and unrestricted funds of almost 
$9,300,000.00. Restricted accounts are managed for the Memorial Garden and the Scholarship Fund. 
 
CLOSING REMARKS BY MODERATOR: In her closing remarks, Rev. Haas emphasized how grateful we are 
for what God is doing through Church of the Palms and that our theme this year of being Firmly Rooted 
is evident. The church is looking forward to a glorious pipe organ (thanks to a generous donor family), 
the project to bring much-needed renovations and improvements to the 30-year-old sanctuary, a 
successful search for a new Senior Pastor, and many more good things. Rev. Haas gave thanks to God as 
Church of the Palms continues to Love God and Love Neighbor. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Congregation and the Corporation, a motion was 
made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:41 AM with a 
closing prayer by Rev. Haas. 
 
 
By:  By:  
 The Rev. Laurie Haas  Linda R. Getzen 
 Moderator  Secretary of the Annual Meeting 

 
Attachments:  
 2025 Terms of Call for the Pastors 
 2024 Annual Report 


