CHURCH OF THE PALMS - PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA
STATED SESSION MEETING APRIL 28, 2025

FELLOWSHIP
The Rev. Sarah Soboleski welcomed the Session at 6:00 PM in the Campus Center for dinner and
discussion on pages xi-32 of "Practicing the Way" by John Mark Comer. The Session then moved to
Room 206 of the Education Building for the Session meeting that began at 6:50 PM.

MINUTES
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski (Moderator) and Congregational
Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne. Ruling Elders: Dave Bossman, Lesley Conzelman, Al
Jeffrey, John Kennedy, Keith Maddox, John McQueen, Andrew McFall, Fee Mercer, Sandy Snyder,
Dimitrios Vafeas, and Sherry Watts. Also present: Clerk to the Session Linda Getzen.
EXCUSED: Transitional Senior Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas and Pastor of Music and Worship The Rev.
Genevieve Beauchamp. Ruling Elders Al Jeffrey and Marlene Petro.
GUESTS: Student & Family Ministries Director Conor Peters.

QUORUM, CALL TO ORDER, AND OPENING PRAYER: A quorum was present. Rev. Soboleski served as
Moderator. She called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. Motion made, seconded, and
passed unanimously: To approve the Agenda for the Meeting.

STORYTELLER: Linda Getzen, thinking of Matt. 18:2-6, shared her childhood view of the world in 1960s
Sarasota. Prayers were given for the storyteller.

CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Clerk to the Session emails to Staff and Elders
pertinent correspondence received between Session Meetings. The Clerk reported:

e Pastor Hmingi held a New Member Class in April 2025. All prospective members answered
the required questions affirmatively. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To
receive into membership as of April 28, 2025, the members listed in the 04/28/2025 Clerk’s
Report.

¢ Report as Commissioner to the 03/27 called meeting of Peace River Presbytery: The Call of
Parish Associate Rev. Mary Beth McSwain as a part-time Associate Pastor of Peace
Presbyterian Church was approved.

¢ Commissioners needed for the May 15 Presbytery meeting in Bradenton. The Presbytery will
examine Conor Peters for his Call to serve as our newest Associate Pastor. All are welcome to
attend to support Conor.

STAFF REPORTS:
Pastor of Music and Worship The Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp: In her absence, the Clerk reported:
e Helping daughter Daphne move to NC.
¢ Officiated off-campus at her first wedding
o Officiated at a funeral at which the choir performed.
¢ The Faure Requiem was beautiful.
¢ The choir sang at all services for Holy Week.
e The orchestra played beautifully on Sunday, and legendary Ken Bowermeister conducted them.
o Alot of pastoral care for her music flock in April.
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Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne

3 new members this month, including one who has been worshipping here for 25 years!
Thank you for sharing bread on Easter Sunday. We had +/- 80 loaves eaten!

Pastor Hmingi planned the Good Friday Tenebrae Service. 240+ in attendance — more than last
year!

She led a Stephen Ministry Spiritual Retreat on April 19, along with her husband, Will Browne.
Working with Chuck and Diane Corbett and Dee and Roland Hayengay to plan the Pentecost
Sunday event on June 8.

The Presbyterian Women’s end-of-the-year luncheon is scheduled for May 24.

Pastor Hmingi will be away on study leave in Scotland and England, May 1-21, She is thankful
she is allowed to use her study leave, which was deferred from 2023, and apply her
accumulated and unused study leave funds from 2023 and 2024 to this year’s study leave.
Assistant Vanessa will be working on tasks in her absence under the supervision of Pastor
Laurie.

Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski:

2 new staff members in the Finance Department —welcome to Director of Finance Reny Thomas
and Finance Coordinator Karolina Messias. Also, welcome Ingrid to the Food Ministry as support
for Kathy Robinett.

Please sign up for the 2-person cash counting teams to tally the Sunday offering on Mondays
between 9:00 & 10:30 on Mondays.

Director of Student & Family Ministries Conor Peters:

Sunday, May 4 is Senior Sunday — a special recognition of our high school seniors. A retreat on
Anna Maria.

VNS enrollment is filling up with 128 kids, 40 student volunteers, and 22 adults.

Easter Sunday services saw 102 children attend, with 30 in the nursery.

Olivia has been hired as the Student Ministry Coordinator.

FINANCIAL UPDATE: Administration and Finance Chair Dimitrios Vafeas reported:

See the A&F Minutes and balance sheets in the Session packet for details.

Cash and liquidity positions are strong at $3.1M and $909 K. Income was down, but less
than last year at this time.

$90K has been allocated to upgrade the IT hardware.

Bequest of $45K (undesignated) will be received.

A&F is looking into the possibilities for a construction loan.

OMNIBUS MOTION:
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To pass the following Omnibus Motion (ltems A-F),
as presented.

A. TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:
1. Stated Session Meeting: 03/24/2025
B. TO APPROVE THE CLERK’S REPORT:
1. Assignments and Meetings:
a. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of May: Dimitrios
Vafeas
04/28/2025
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b. Deacons’ Exec. Comm. Meeting on Monday, May 5 @ 7 PM: John McQueen
c. Storyteller for May Session meeting: Al Jeffrey

2. Membership Statistics, Baptisms & Weddings, and Home Communion (see attached
Clerk’s Report) ‘

3. 2025-2026 Stated Session Meeting dates: 4/28, 5/19, 6/23, 7/no mtg, 8/25, 9/22, 10/27,
11/24,12/15, 1/26, 2/23, 3/23, & 4/27

4., Appointment of Elder Commissioners to the Peace River Presbytery stated meeting
(Thursday, 5/15 at United-PC-6510-3rd-Ave-WW, First PC Bradenton, 1402 Manatee Ave.
West). To serve until the next appointment of elder commissioners. The Clerk is
authorized to complete the appointment of elder commissioners in the event of a
vacancy:
1. Linda Getzen 2. Fee Mercer 3. Sandy Snyder 4. Lesley Conzelman

4,
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM:
1. Elder attending Deacons’ Exec. Comm. meeting in April: Al Jeffrey
2. Commissioners attending the Presbytery Meeting on 03/27: Linda Getzen —see Clerk’s
Report above.
D. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM SESSION COMMITTEES:
1. Administration & Finance: Ch. Dimitrios Vafeas (includes Building & Grounds Team)
2. Global Mission Partners: Ch. John Kennedy
3. Personnel: Ch. Marlene Petro
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MINISTRY TEAMS:
1. Family & Student Ministries (includes Palms Preschool) See staff reports above
2. Contemporary Worship Service Leadership See staff reports above
3. Presbyterian Women No written report this month
4, Stephen Ministry Leadership
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM CONGREGATION COMMITTEES:
1. Deacons’ Executive Committee: Ch. Elizabeth Dexter
2. Memorial Garden Board: Ch. Judy Armitage
3. Nominating: Ch. Fee Mercer No written report this month

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Pastor Nominating Committee Update: PNC member Elder John McQueen presented the
Ministry Discernment Profile prepared by the PNC. Motion made, seconded, and approved
unanimously: To approve the Ministry Discernment Profile as presented and direct that it be
forwarded to the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for further action.

2. Family Life Pastor Update: In the absence of the Personnel Chair, the Clerk explained that
Conor Peters was examined by the Presbytery Committee on Ministry on April 8, and he
received their unanimous recommendation that his Call to Ministry be presented to the full
presbytery. Conor will be examined by the presbytery at the stated meeting on May 15. If the
way is clear, he will then preach his Candidating sermon at all of our services on June 1, to be
followed by a congregational meeting to vote on his Call.

3. Sanctuary Renovation Updated: Elder Keith Maddox reported that the architect’s contract has
been executed. They will scan the sanctuary space tomorrow. Four general contractors were
interviewed, and Willis Smith Construction was selected as the winner. Attorneys, et al,, are
reviewing the contract, which will be finalized at a maximum guaranteed price in January. Cost
estimates will be determined this summer.

04/28/2025
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. Bylaw Revisions for Deacons: The Executive Board of Deacons submitted various changes to
their bylaws for approval. Motion made, seconded, and approved unanimously: To approve
the changes to the Bylaws of the Board of Deacons, as presented.

2. Annual Election of Church Officers: Motion made, seconded, and approved unanimously: To
elect the following church officers: President, Dimitrios Vafeas; Vice President, Keith Maddox;
Secretary/Clerk to the Session, Linda Getzen; and Treasurer, Fred Chamberlain.

3. Motion made, seconded, and approved unanimously: If the way be clear, to call a special
meeting of the Congregation for June 1, 2025, at 12:00 PM, in the Sanctuary, to approve the
Terms of Call for Conor Peters as Family Life Pastor, and to direct that notice of the special
meeting be announced from the pulpit on consecutive Sundays and placed in churchwide
communications.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. Reading: Pages 32-63, Practicing the Way, by John Mark Comer.

There was no further business to come before the Session. Motion made, seconded, and passed
unanimously: To adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:32 PM to a Circle of Prayer.

By:ﬁ//m—“

¢. Sarah Soboleski %cfa R. Getzen
oderator Clerk to the Session

Attachment to official minutes:
Clerk’s Report (statistics)
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