
 
 

CHURCH OF THE PALMS - PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
STATED SESSION MEETING SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

The Rev. Laurie Haas welcomed the Session at 6:00 PM in the Campus Center for dinner and discussion, 
Practicing the Way: How? A Rule of Life” and Take Up Your Cross” by John Mark Comer. The Session 
then moved to Room 206 of the Education Building for the Session meeting that began at 6:50 PM. 
 

MINUTES 
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Transitional Senior Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas (Moderator), Congregational 
Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski, and Family 
Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters. Ruling Elders: Dave Bossman, Lesley Conzelman, Al Jeffrey, John 
Kennedy, John McQueen, Andrew McFall, Fee Mercer, Marlene Petro, Sandy Snyder, Dimitrios Vafeas, 
and Sherry Watts. Also present: Clerk to the Session Linda Getzen. 
EXCUSED: Ruling Elder Keith Maddox. 
 
QUORUM, CALL TO ORDER, AND OPENING PRAYER: A quorum was present. Rev. Haas served as 
Moderator. She called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. Motion made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously: To approve the Agenda for the Meeting. 
 
STORYTELLER: Dave Bossman told his story about parts of the Bible that continue to challenge him. 
Prayers were given for the storyteller.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Clerk to the Session emails to Staff and Elders 
pertinent correspondence received between Session Meetings. The Clerk reported: 

• Pastor Hmingi held a New Member Class on 09/21/2025. All prospective members answered 
the required questions affirmatively. The Clerk read the names of the prospective new 
members who will be added to the Clerk’s Report. Motion made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously: To receive into membership as of 09/22/2025, the five members added to 
Clerk’s Report. 

• Included for information: Minute of the 08/31/2025 Special Congregational Meeting 
addressing the Dissolution of Call for Rev. Beauchamp. 

• The Foundation unanimously approved the Foundation Grant Request for the Sanctuary 
Renewal project. 

• Commissioners requested for the upcoming Presbytery meeting. See Omnibus Motion. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  
Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters: 

• The Tutoring program will start again in October. Led by Andrea Hemphill. 
• Impact Kids had a field trip last weekend to CedarKirk Camp. 
• First Palms Men’s breakfast of the season will be on 09/27. 

 
Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne: 

• All is well in Congregational Care. 5 new members received this month. 5 Small Groups are 
reading Practicing The Way. Wednesday Night Life is off to a good start. 18-19 Small groups. 
Pastor Laurie has a “faculty” of 4 lecturers speaking on Acts of the Apostles. 
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• 65 new Shepherding Deacons are needed. Pray for 55 Stephen Ministers and their flocks. 
• Visitation Pastor Norm Pritchard started 9/14/25. 
• Presbyterian Women – kickoff was attended by 60+ women. 
• Pastor Hmingi is grateful for the help of Pastor Norm and Pastor Kate, and her assistant Vanessa 

de Rover. 
 
Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski: 

• Visitation Pastor The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard has signed a contract through the end of 2025. 
COP will work with the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry to find out what, if anything, is 
needed to name Pastor Norm as a Parish Associate in 2026. 

• Pastor Sarah had a leadership retreat with staff members, Director of Communications Natalie 
Massing, Property Director Robert Land, and Finance Director Reny Thomas. 

• The 2024 audit is nearing completion. 
• 1st draft of the 2026 operating budget is done – she will be meeting with ministry leaders. 
• Annual Anti-Harassment training has been conducted among staff. 
• Ingrid in the food ministry is training to be a case manager for Season of Sharing clients. 
• Kathy Robinett has started a baking group! 
• Mision Peniel – visitation trips. 
• Analytics noted. 
• Staff member Greg Lee is no longer employed with COP. 

 
Transitional Senior Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas: 

• Pastor Genevieve has entered her new role as pastor for two churches in Virginia. She 
moderated her first session meeting and preached her first sermon. 

• Music Director Kari Hamada has formed a Worship & Music Committee. She and Pastor Conor 
will work to involve students more regularly in church services. She has been named to direct 
Messiah!  

  
FINANCIAL UPDATE: Administration and Finance Chair Dimitrios Vafeas reported: 

• Giving was up in August. Cash reserves are good. $2.7 million. 
• Financial reports have been cleaned up – thank you, Finance Director Reny Thomas and 

Finance Coordinator Karolina Messias, 
• Palms Pre-School finances are being managed very well.  
• Some areas of expense overruns – primarily due to staffing changes. A couple of areas are 

being watched. 
 
OMNIBUS MOTION: 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To pass the following Omnibus Motion (Items A-F), 
as presented. 

A. TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 1. Stated Session Meeting: 08/25/2025 
B. TO APPROVE THE CLERK’S REPORT: 
 1. Assignments and Meetings: 
  a. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of Oct.: Al Jeffrey 
  b. Deacons’ Exec. Comm. Meeting on Monday 10/06 @ 7 PM: Sherry Watts  
  c. Storyteller for the October Session meeting: John Kennedy 
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 2. Membership Statistics, Baptisms & Weddings, and Home Communion (see attached 
Clerk’s Report) 

 3. Appointment of Elder Commissioners to the Peace River Presbytery stated meeting 
(Saturday 10/18 @ Estero Community Church. 2115 Design Parc Ln, Estero, FL 33928. To 
serve until the next appointment of elder commissioners. The Clerk is authorized to 
complete the appointment of elder commissioners in the event of a vacancy: 
1. _Linda Getzen 2. Marlene Petro 3. __________ 4. __________ 

C. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM: 
 1. Elder attending Deacons’ Exec. Comm. meeting in September: Fee Mercer 
D. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM SESSION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Administration & Finance: Ch. Dimitrios Vafeas (includes Building & Grounds Team) 
 2. Global Mission Partners: Ch. John Kennedy 
 3. Personnel: Ch. Marlene Petro 
E. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MINISTRY TEAMS: 
 1. Family & Student Ministries (includes Palms Preschool) See staff reports above 
 2. Contemporary Worship Service Leadership See staff reports above 
 3. Presbyterian Women 
 4. Stephen Ministry Leadership 
F. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM CONGREGATION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Deacons’ Executive Committee: Ch. Elizabeth Dexter 
 2. Memorial Garden Board: Ch. Judy Armitage 
 3. Nominating: Ch. Fee Mercer No written report this month 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Pastor Nominating Committee update: John McQueen generally reported on the activities of 

the PNC. They are working on a video to update the congregation. The PNC continues 
conversations with potential pastors. 

2. Sanctuary Renewal Team Update: Linda Getzen reported that she and co-Director John Harkey 
have recorded an introductory video to be shown to the congregation at services on September 
28. Dimitrios Vafeas reported that COP and the Foundation are working on cash flow 
projections for the project, including a bridge loan to cover any timing gaps. 

3. Background Checks for Lay Leaders: Pastor Sarah reported that an email will likely be sent out 
in November to do the background check. She will send out a notice. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Conversations around current events: Pastor Laurie led a discussion on church responses to 

recent national events, including the killing of political activist Charlie Kirk and the killing of 
three police officers in Pennsylvania, among others. The Session discussed the challenging task 
of separating political positions from compassionate responses. Pastor Laurie was commended 
for her passionate sermon on September 21, which emphasized the importance of empathy and 
compassion. Pastor Miguel Estrada, director of Mision Peniel, a COP and Presbytery-supported 
charity helping migrant workers and their families, will be speaking as part of the Race & The 
Church Group in October. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

1. Reading for next Session dinner: Practicing the Way pp 225-228: Extras: A Rule of Life From 
Practicing the Way. Begin creating your own Rule of Life. 




	Minutes 2025-09-22 Stated Session Mtg
	Laurie sig page minutes

