
CHURCH OF THE PALMS – PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
SPECIAL SESSION MEETING JANUARY 22, 2026 
 

MINUTES 
 

A Special Meeting of the Session of Church of the Palms was called and held in Room 206 of the 
Education Building at 6:00 PM. 
 
CALLED PURPOSE: To receive and discuss a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 
 
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Transitional Senior Pastor The Rev. Laurie Haas, Congregational Life Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski, and Family Life Pastor 
The Rev. Conor Peters. Ruling Elders: Dave Bossman, Lesley Conzelman, Al Jeffrey, John Kennedy, 
Andrew McFall, Fee Mercer, John McQueen (also a PNC member), Marlene Petro, Sandy Snyder, 
Dimitrios Vafeas, and Sherry Watts. Also present: Clerk to the Session Linda Getzen. 
GUESTS: Linda Calvert, Robin Sego, and Ethan Howell. 
 
A quorum was present. Rev. Haas served as Moderator and opened the meeting with prayer. 

BUSINESS: Elder John McQueen presented opening statements on behalf of the PNC. He thanked the 
Session, the pastors, and the staff marketing team for their support and assistance. He asked that 
Transitional Pastor Rev. Laurie Haas be kept in our prayers as she continues to faithfully guide us 
through this transition. Elder Calvert thanked COM liaison Rev. Edward Dunn for his wise counsel and 
guidance to the PNC. She then announced the candidate's name and provided an overview of the 
process the PNC went through. The members of the PNC who were present shared their reasons for 
unanimously choosing the candidate. A short video greeting from the candidate was shown, and the 
brochure for the congregation was shared. Elder Calvert outlined the timeline for the next several 
weeks, including the congregational meeting on February 1, when the candidate will be presented and 
voted upon, and if the way is clear, a start date of March 18, 2026. 

The called purpose of the meeting having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM with 
prayer by Rev. Haas. 

 
     
 The Rev. Laurie Haas  Linda R. Getzen 
 Moderator  Clerk to the Session 


