
CHURCH 0F THE PALMS -PRESBYTERIAN  (USA)

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION

SARASOTA, FLORIDA
MARCH 15, 2026

MINUTES

A Special Meeting of the Congregation of Church of the Palms -Presbyterian  (USA)

("Congregation), called  by the Session, was held at 10:03 AM on Sunday, March  15, 2026, in the
Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting was to address a Request for Dissolution of Call made by
Transitional Senior Pastor, The Rev.  Laurie Haas.  Notice was given on two consecutive Sundays

prior to the meeting, as well as in church-wide publications.

CALL TO ORDER, QUORUM, AND OPENING PRAYER:  Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski

served as Moderator and called the meeting to order. A quorum was declared by the Clerk to
the Session Linda Getzen, who served as secretary for the meeting. Executive Pastor The Rev.
Sarah Soboleski opened the meeting with prayer.

TERMS OF CALL: The Moderator introduced Personnel Committee Chair, Marlene  Petro.  Elder
Petro explained that a request to the Presbytery to dissolve the installed pastoral relationship
with Transitional Senior Pastor, The Rev. Laurie Haas, needed to be formally approved by the
congregation. Elder Petro explained that Rev. Haas's last day of work was March 13, 2026, and
the financial terms of the Dissolution of Call reflect the agreed-upon salary payable through
October 31, 2026, and unused vacation and study leave benefits. Motion made, seconded, and

passed: To request that Peace River Presbytery approve the Dissolution of Installed Pastoral
Relationship between the Church of the Palms-Presbyterian (USA) and The Rev. Laurie Haas,
effective March 14, 2026, including its financial terms.

The called purpose of the meeting having been completed, a motion was made, seconded, and

passed: To adjourn the meeting at 10:07 AM with a closing prayer by Rev. Soboleski.
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