
 
 

CHURCH OF THE PALMS - PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
STATED SESSION MEETING APRIL 27, 2026 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

Dr. Clayton welcomed the Session at 6:00 PM in the Campus Center for dinner and discussion around In 
the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christianity by Henri Nouwen. The Session then moved to Room 206 
of the Education Building for the meeting, which began at 6:50 PM. 
 

MINUTES 
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton (Moderator), Congregational 
Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski, and Family 
Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters. Ruling Elders: Ken Asaskura, Dave Bossman, Lesley Conzelman, Darla 
Furst, Michael Good, John Kennedy, John McQueen, Andrew McFall, and Sandy Snyder. Also present: 
Clerk to the Session Linda Getzen. 
EXCUSED: Ruling Elders: Marlene Petro, Carl Watkins, and Sherry Watts. 
 
QUORUM, CALL TO ORDER, AND OPENING PRAYER: A quorum was present. Dr. Clayton served as 
Moderator. He called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. Motion made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously: To approve the Agenda for the Meeting. 
 
STORYTELLER: Brad Clayton – The story behind the 5 charges to the congregation in his weekly 
benediction. Prayers were given for the storyteller.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Clerk to the Session emails to Staff and Elders 
pertinent correspondence received between Session Meetings. The Clerk reported: 

• Pastor Conor held special baptisms for several Confirmands on the beach. Prior notice was 
given to the Session. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To approve the 
baptisms on Siesta Beach on 04/19/2026, as listed in the 04/27/2026 Clerk’s Report. 

• Pastor Conor announced that an additional Confirmand has decided to take the step into 
church membership. She will be received with the May adult membership class. A request 
for her baptism on 5/10/26 is included in the 4/27/2026 Clerk’s Report, as revised. 

• Pastor Hmingi held a New Member Class in April. All prospective members answered the 
required questions affirmatively. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To 
receive into membership as of 04/27/2026, the members listed in the 04/27/2026 Clerk’s 
Report. FYI – Confirmands were received by the Session on 4/25/2026. 

• 2026-2027 Elder Roster and Storyteller list in the Session package. 
• 3 more Commissioners needed to attend the May presbytery meeting – see item B.3. 

in Omnibus Motion below. 
• Discussion regarding change in dates for May and June Session meetings – see item 

B.4. in Omnibus Motion below. 
 
PASTORAL STAFF REPORTS:  
Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne: 

• All is well in Congregational Life Ministries. 
• This month, Pastor Conor taught the new member class, and we have 10 new members, 

including 3 adults who are parents of confirmands. 28 confirmands joined COP this month. 
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• Tables for Dinner Fellowship Groups continue to grow with new members. 
• Wednesday Night Life dinner and lecture will end this week and will resume on the first 

Wednesday of September with Pastor Brad teaching. 
• Stephen Ministry's annual spiritual retreat was held on April 11th. Many thanks to Ginger 

Pavloff, who hosted it, and Will Browne, who led it using Henri Nouwen’s “The Spirituality of 
Care Giving.” 

• Presbyterian Women is wrapping up with the last event of the year; their Bible Study is on 
Resiliency in Christ. 

• Pastor Norman is doing well. Pastor Stu is back in town for 2 months and helping with 
visitations. People love our Visitation Pastors. 

• Barbara Ingram Rice is doing well with her Supporting Caregivers ministry. 
• Victoria Scarfe, the new AA for Pastors Sarah and Hmingi, is very good and helps so much.  
• Multiple pastoral care opportunities to work with individuals and families in grief. 

Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski: 
• Sanctuary “slab signing” and view of construction for the congregation is on Sunday, May 3.  
• Staff appreciation celebrations for the preschool staff are next week. 
• 14 staff will go to a Bradenton Marauders game. 
• Finances: April giving numbers are discouraging thus far. Donors who pledged in 2025 but not 

yet in 2026 will be contacted and encouraged to pledge. 
• Review of staff job descriptions. 

 
Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters: 

• Contemporary Service: Planning continuing through the summer, with a focus on enhancing 
hospitality in the Campus Center. 

• Children’s Ministry: The Sunday nursery is averaging 12-15 children under 5. 
• Student Ministry: Grades 3-5 Spring Bash at Cedarkirk on May 8. 
• Vacation Bible School is almost full. 
• Men’s Ministry wrapped up its year with its last breakfast. 
• Tutoring: working on supporting children over the summer 
• Baby Peters is nearing arrival – Pastor Conor will have 12 weeks of paternity leave. 

 
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton: 

• Meeting with elders, deacons, staff, and others. 
• June 1 Session meeting: the topic will be discussing strategic initiatives for the coming years and 

the theme for this coming year. 
• A reminder that, although the Sanctuary Renew Campaign goal of $1.9 million was substantially 

exceeded, pledged funds remain to be collected, and construction expenses covered. 
Determining what to do with any excess funds will come later. Strategic goals will drive fund 
use, not the other way around. Please forward the congregation's suggestions to Pastor Sarah 
and Pastor Brad. 

• Away at a previously scheduled conference for a few days this week. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE: Administration and Finance Chair Ken Asakura reported: 

• Thank you to Past A&F chair Dimitrios Vafeas for his outstanding work in negotiating the 
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terms of our line of credit for the construction and getting it closed. 
• Finances are sound and in strong shape with adequate operating reserves, good capital 

reserve balances, a highly successful Sanctuary capital campaign, a great staff, and a 
capable finance team. 

• March 31 balance sheet highlights: Cash and investment balances of $4,257,000.  
o Donor restricted funds of $2,824,320, which includes $1,390,649 for Sanctuary 

renewal. Anticipate the next $625,000 grant installment from the Foundation in 
June. 

o Board-designated funds are $652,352. Recent expenses included replacing 
carpeting in the Admin. building and replacing an HVAC system. 

o Unrestricted operating reserves of $779,986. 
• March 31 Profit & Loss statement: 

o Giving for the year is below budgeted giving, and this deficit continues into April. 
o Not overly concerned, but this bears watching as we head into the summer months. 

 
OMNIBUS MOTION: 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To pass the following Omnibus Motion (Items A-F), 
as presented. 

A. TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 1. Stated Session Meeting: 03/23/2026 
 2. Special Session Meeting to Receive Confirmands into membership: 04/25/2026 
B. TO APPROVE THE CLERK’S REPORT: 
 1. Assignments and Meetings: 
  a. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of May: John 

McQueen 
  b. Deacons’ Exec. Comm. Meeting on Monday, 5/4 @ 7 PM: Andrew McFall  
  c. Storyteller for 6/1 Session meeting: Sherry Watts 
 2. Membership Statistics, Baptisms & Weddings, and Home Communion (see attached 

Clerk’s Report, as revised at the meeting) 
 3. Appointment of Elder Commissioners to the Peace River Presbytery stated meeting (9:00 

AM, Thursday, 5/15 at First Pres. Church, Arcadia, 209 W. Hickory St., Arcadia, FL 34266). 
To serve until the next appointment of elder commissioners. The Clerk is authorized to 
complete the appointment of elder commissioners in the event of a vacancy: 
1. Linda Getzen   2. Sandy Snyder   3. John Kennedy   4. __________ 

 4. Approval of 2026-2027 Stated Session Meeting dates: 4/27, 6/1, 6/29, 7/no mtg, 8/24, 
9/28, 10/26, 11/23, 12/14 (early), 1/25, 2/22, 3/22, & 4/26 

C. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM: 
 1. Elder attending Deacons’ Exec. Comm. meeting in April: Marlene Petro 
D. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM SESSION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Administration & Finance: Ch. Ken Asakura 
 2. Global Mission Partners: Ch. John Kennedy 
 3. Personnel: Ch. Marlene Petro 
E. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MINISTRY TEAMS: 
 1. Worship & Music: Director Kari Hamada 
 3. Presbyterian Women: Moderator Janet Steenrod 
 4. Stephen Ministry Leadership: Sec. Katherine Adnerson 
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F. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM CONGREGATION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Deacons’ Executive Committee: Ch. Tony Catanach 
 2. Memorial Garden Board: Ch. Sue Angle 
 3. Nominating: Ch. Sherry Watts No written report this month 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Sanctuary Renew, Rooted & Rising Team Update: Co-chair Linda Getzen reported that 

the Team had completed its work. The $1.9 million goal was exceeded. Pastor Sarah 
reported that of the $3.13 million pledged, about $1.8 million had already been 
received. 204 households pledged. The bank line of credit is now operational – possible 
use in late summer. 

2. Sanctuary Renovation Update: Pastor Sarah reported that, as deconstruction 
continues, no issues have been reported with the roof or ceiling of the Sanctuary. Using 
the Palms Center for Sunday worship is a continuing learning process for the teams—
good crowds, especially at 9:00 AM (436+).  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Annual Election of Church Officers: Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To 

elect the following church officers to serve until the next election: President, Ken Asakura; 
Vice President, Darla Furst; Secretary/Clerk to the Session, Linda Getzen; and Treasurer, Fred 
Chamberlain. Ruling Elder Sherry Watts as the Session appointee to the Congregational 
Nominating Committee. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

1. Reading for June 1 Session dinner: Chapter 1 of In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christianity 
by Henri Nouwen. 

 
There was no further business to come before the Session. Motion made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously: To adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:25 PM to a Circle of Prayer. 
 
 
 
By:  By:  
 The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton  Linda R. Getzen 
 Moderator  Clerk to the Session 
 
 
Attachment to official minutes: 
 Clerk’s Report (statistics) 


