
 
 

CHURCH OF THE PALMS - PRESBYTERIAN (USA) SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
STATED SESSION MEETING JUNE 29, 2026 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

Dr. Clayton welcomed the Session at 6:00 PM in the Campus Center for dinner and discussion around 
Chapter 2 of In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership by Henri Nouwen. The Session 
then moved to Room 206 of the Education Building for the meeting, which began at 6:50 PM. 
 

MINUTES 
PRESENT: Teaching Elders: Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton (Moderator), Congregational 
Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne, and Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski. Ruling 
Elders: Ken Asaskura, Dave Bossman, Lesley Conzelman, Darla Furst, Michael Good, John McQueen, 
Andrew McFall, Marlene Petro, Sandy Snyder, and Sherry Watts. Also present: Clerk to the Session Linda 
Getzen. 
EXCUSED: Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters, Ruling Elder, John Kennedy, and Ruling Elder Carl 
Watkins. 
GUEST: Inquirer Rachel Mallett (for Candidate Request). 
 
QUORUM, CALL TO ORDER, AND OPENING PRAYER: A quorum was present. Dr. Clayton served as 
Moderator. He called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. Motion made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously: To approve the Agenda for the Meeting. 
 
REQUEST TO BECOME A CANDIDATE: The Moderator reported that Inquirer Rachel Mallett wishes to be 
enrolled under the care of the Peace River Presbytery Committee on Preparation for Ministry as a 
Candidate. Ms. Mallett joined the Session meeting on Zoom. She provided her written Statement of 
Faith and has met with Pastor Brad. Ruling Elder Sherry Watts talked about Rachel’s early life as a 
member of Girls, Inc. and her gifts growing up as a child of Church of the Palms. The Session interviewed 
Ms. Mallett. She spoke about her continued passion for ministry and community activism. Motion 
made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To endorse the request by Rachel Mallett that she be 
enrolled with Peace River Presbytery as a Candidate. Note from the Clerk: Ruling Elder Sandy Snyder 
will continue as her Liaison. Pastor Hmingi closed this portion of the meeting with prayer. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Clerk to the Session emails to Staff and Elders 
pertinent correspondence received between Session Meetings. The Clerk reported: 

• The 06/29/2026 Clerk’s Report will be revised to add a recently reported death. 
• Retired Pastor Steve McConnell emailed his regards to the Session. He is doing his usual 

guest preaching in NJ this summer. That church’s print materials keep referring to him as the 
“Emeritus” pastor of COP, which exasperates him, and he wanted to assure the Session that 
that was not his doing! 

• Pastor Hmingi held a New Member Class in June. All prospective members answered the 
required questions affirmatively. Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To 
receive into membership as of 06/29/2026, the members listed in the 06/29/2026 Clerk’s 
Report. 

• Pastor Hmingi will use the shortened procedure for receiving new members in July/August. 
She will call and moderate a two-elder special Session meeting approved for this purpose. 

• Next stated Session meeting is August 24, 2026. 
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PASTORAL STAFF REPORTS:  
Congregational Life Pastor The Rev. Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne: 

• All is well in Congregational Life Ministries. 
• Spreadsheets for Congregational Life volunteers have been updated – 238 volunteers serving in 

368 positions. 
• Pastor Hmingi will participate in three memorial services in July. She has been supporting the 

families and helping them with planning.  
• Work continues on the Congregational Life Catalog for Fall/Winter. 
• Updated Stephen Ministry roles include 49 active Stephen Ministers with 5 leaders. 
• The Executive Committee of the Board of Deacons prepared 3 baby baskets in one week! 
• Working with Rev. Teri Jo Crego and the Presbytery’s Committee on Preparation for Ministry as 

Rachel Mallett moves from Inquirer to Candidate status. 
 
Executive Pastor The Rev. Sarah Soboleski: 

• Working on cost-of-living increases for the staff. 
• Meeting with Atlas insurance representatives. 

 
Family Life Pastor The Rev. Conor Peters: On parental leave 

 
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton: 

• For additional information, see his written report in the Session packet. 
• Visited the Peters family and the May family and their new babies! 
• President Chris Bonnet has resigned from the Foundation Board for personal reasons. He is a 

Foundation appointee, so the Board will need to fill that vacancy. Current board member John 
Harkey has agreed to serve as President. An idea has been suggested to increase the number of 
Foundation Board members from 7 (the minimum per bylaws) to 9. Requires a vote of the 
Foundation. Will be discussed further. 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE: Administration and Finance Chair Ken Asakura reported: 

• Finances continue to be strong without any undue stress on cash position through the end 
of May 2026  

• Available funds: The cash balance at the end of May was $4,292,023. Total Liabilities were 
$3,572,495. This resulted in a free cash balance of $719,528. Board-designated funds total 
$589,640, including a Capital Reserve of $394,534. Retained Earnings of $334,059 round out 
our available funds. 

• General Operating Fund: At the end of May, our total revenue was below budget by 
$192,637, and expenses were over budget by $88,362. While this seems large, on a 
percentage basis, actual revenue is off by only 11%, and expenses are over by 5%. In 
summary, while there is no cause for concern, we need to be continually prudent 
throughout the summer months. 

 
OMNIBUS MOTION: 
Motion made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To pass the following Omnibus Motion (Items A-F), 
as presented. 

A. TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 1. Stated Session Meeting: 06/01/2026 
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B. TO APPROVE THE CLERK’S REPORT: 
 1. Assignments and Meetings: 
  a. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of July: Ken Asakura 
  b. Sunday Morning Prayers for the Pastors @ 8:15 AM: Month of August: Dave 

Bossman 
  c. Deacons’ Exec. Comm. Meeting on Monday, August 3 @ 7 PM: Darla Furst  
  d. Storyteller for August Session meeting: Linda Getzen 
 2. Membership Statistics, Baptisms & Weddings, and Home Communion (see attached 

Clerk’s Report) 
C. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM: 
 1. Elder attending Deacons’ Exec. Comm. meeting in June None -due to schedule conflict 
D. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM SESSION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Administration & Finance: Ch. Ken Asakura 
 2. Global Mission Partners: Ch. John Kennedy No written report this month 
 3. Personnel: Ch. Marlene Petro No written report this month 
E. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MINISTRY TEAMS: 
 1. Worship & Music: Director Karai Hamada 
 3. Presbyterian Women: Moderator Janet Steenrod No written report this month 
 4. Stephen Ministry Leadership: Sec. Katherine Anderson 
F. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM CONGREGATION COMMITTEES: 
 1. Deacons’ Executive Committee: Ch. Tony Catanach 
 2. Memorial Garden Board: Ch. Sue Angle 
 3. Nominating: Ch. Sherry Watts No written report this month 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE. A question was raised and answered about logistics for the Fall Kick-Off on 
August 30 – “Come and See.” Also, the monthly attendance chart in the Session packet appears to have 
an error for the 11:00 service attendance total – the chart will be returned to the staff for review and 
correction. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Strategic Planning: At the last Session meeting, the Session was divided into two Strategic 

Planning teams that were charged with developing clear goals for their focus groups: (1) Stronger 
Connections with God and Neighbor; and (2) Faithful Stewardship of People and Spaces – 
Optimizing Resources. At this meeting, the team reports were reviewed, and the wording of each 
goal was refined. Action steps (the “how”) will be further developed for each goal. 
Motions were made, seconded, and passed unanimously: To approve the following Strategic 
Planning Goals: 

  (1) At Church of the Palms, we believe our deepest calling is connection: connection with 
Christ, and through Christ, to one another. Over the next two years, we will invest in 
deepening these connections so that every visitor, longtime member, newcomer, and 
volunteer alike is known, valued, engaged, and equipped to grow in faith and serve God and 
our neighbor. 

  (2) As followers of Christ, we seek to be faithful stewards of the gifts God has entrusted to 
us, caring for our pastors and staff through healthy and sustainable ministry practices and 
programs and optimizing and enhancing our facilities in ways that best support our mission 
to love God and love neighbor. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
1. Reading for August Session dinner: Chapter 3 of In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian 

Leadership by Henri Nouwen. 
 
There was no further business to come before the Session. Motion made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously: To adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:13 PM to a Circle of Prayer. 
 
 
 
By:  By:  
 The Rev. Dr. S. Bradley Clayton  Linda R. Getzen 
 Moderator  Clerk to the Session 
 
 
Attachment to official minutes: 
 Clerk’s Report (statistics) 




