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FRIENDS

A couple of years ago in the height of the pandemic I preached a sermon on the Old
Testament custom of raising an Ebenezer. An Ebenezer is stone or stones that a pilgrim
raises at certain points in the pilgrimage that mark an important point of gratitude in
the journey. Abram and Sarai raise an Ebenezer to thank the Lord for their safe arrival
in the land of Canaan. The Israelites raise an Ebenezer of twelve stones (signifying the
twelve tribes of Israel) once they cross the Jordan River into the Promised Land. Samuel
raises an Ebenezer in his journey pursing the Philistines and says, “Thus far the Lord
has helped us.” Even today as we made our way through the COVID wilderness we
paused and raised our own Ebenezer (with thanks to Dick Thompson) and attached
to it the words of the great hymn, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing: “Here I raise my
Ebenezer, Hither by thy help I’ve come, And I hope by thy good pleasure, Safely to
arrive at home.”
We rejoice that thus far the Lord has helped us.
2021 has felt somewhat like the same journey as 2020 as we sought to make our
way through the uncertainties of a pandemic that doesn’t seem to want to let us go.
We have had to “do church” in ways we’ve never done it before. We rejoiced in the
gift of vaccines that allowed us to gather with a little less anxiety and we tightened
our relationships with northern friends who could zoom into our classes and small
groups. Along with the challenges came great opportunities to serve our world and
community – feeding over a hundred families a day through our Food Pantry, tutoring
scores of children, supporting the work of our preschool and the ministry of Samaritan
Counseling. We were grateful for the chance to support struggling churches in the
Presbytery and, as well, the Misión Peniel community in Immokalee. We were also
delighted to offer an extra measure of support to our partners across the globe.
As the year ends I give thanks for the amazing staff that leads and support all of our
ministries. Church of the Palms is blessed to have such an amazing team of gracious
servants who never hesitate to do what needs to be done to keep moving forward
through thick and thin.

A MESSAGE FROM DR. STEPHEN D. MCCONNELL, OUR SENIOR PASTOR

DEAR

None of this would have been possible without the incredible generosity of our
congregation. Your support of our ministry through your time, talent and treasure has
allowed us to remain focused on serving the myriad of needs brought on by this virus.
We’ve never needed to hesitate in sharing the love of God with neighbor near and far.
Though the Omicron variant of the virus continues to humble us, nevertheless we raise
our Ebenezer rejoicing in how far we’ve come. God is good, and safely, by God’s good
pleasure, we’ll all arrive home.
Grace and peace,
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GROWING OUR GARDEN

STUDENT MINISTRY

Our adults have worked with our students
during Sunday mornings, Sunday nights, home
groups, and have been able to cheer on our
students at their different extra curricular
activities. As we’ve worked to earn a place in
the life of each of our students, we’ve noticed
the ways they’ve begun to wrestle with their
own faith beliefs and sought their own answers
through reading scriptures, prayer, and
discussion with others on the same journey.
One specific story involves our high school
boys home group meeting. During that
meeting, the question was asked if cheating
is a sin. This question led to a 30 minute
conversation of why cheating could be wrong
and why it might be better to avoid cheating,
even if it is more convenient and might make
life easier in the moment.
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This discussion showed growth and ownership
in this group of boys. They wrestled with the
truth behind cheating and what God calls of
us in these moments.
We are thankful to have been able to partake
in such conversations with our students this
past year. We’re in their life for the long haul
and are invested in life long change through
a relationship with Christ. We’ve seen many
students for the first time since Covid, as well
as launched a third home group. There are
40 active students in our Student Ministry,
including 17 high school students who have
taken the step to join a home group. Praise
God for the ways God has been moving
through our students.
By Conor Peters,
Student & Family Ministry Director
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GROWING OUR GARDEN

PALMS PRESCHOOL

The Palms Preschool continues
to navigate its way through
Covid obstacles. While we had to
quarantine classrooms and modify
operating hours, on and off over the
course of this past year, we remain
committed to being there for our
families.
We currently have 20 dedicated staff
members who love and care for 139
children, ages birth-five.

God has given us the opportunity to
steadily survive these tricky times. It
is with full hearts that we continue to
depend on one another for support
and look towards the future for every
opportunity to love those who come into
our preschool world.
By Sandy Shockley,
Palms Preschool Director

We are grateful to have the
opportunity not only to support the
academic and social growth of these
little ones, but also to help them
grow in their faith and love for Jesus.
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GROWING OUR GARDEN

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
AS IT THRIVES
Life in general in 2021 was not
too different from 2020 as the
pandemic continues. The Church
reopened on October 11, 2020 and
all our ministries continue to not
only to survive but thrive in 2021.

SHEPHERDING
DEACONS
150 Shepherding Deacons
continued to pray and care for the
whole Congregation even though
they were unable to have meetings.
After not meeting for 20 months,
they met to celebrate Christmas
together in December. While not all
of them could come, 84 were able
to gather together.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
45 Stephen Ministers, including 7
leaders, continued to care for those
in need of one-on-one Christian
care giving all through the year
2021. They were actually able to
meet in person from October –
December in the Sanctuary.

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS

OTHER SMALL GROUPS
Throughout the year there were
many Small Groups that met on
ZOOM, with a few groups meeting
in person. They include Bible
study groups for men and women,
watercolor, book study groups,
prayer groups, and other interest
groups.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LIFE
The Wednesday Night Life lectures
by Pastor Steve McConnell grew in
attendance. Options to attend inperson or watch via livestream
on YouTube and the church’s
website resulted in attendance
growth. Our lowest combined
attendance was 200+ and our
highest was 500+.

LIFE TOGETHER SMALL
GROUPS
Life Together Small Groups and
Ministry Small Groups including
book discussion groups continued
to meet on ZOOM and in person.
Along with the Tables of Six
Fellowship Groups we had over 40
groups.

GRIEF SUPPORT
GROUP
Every Friday from 10 am – noon,
Stephen Ministry leaders Anne
Owens and Rhonda Graper led
those who mourn with a Christian
curriculum.

NEW MEMBERS
69 adults and 17 children joined the
Church in 2021.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN
Presbyterian Women continue to be
active in mission work, locally and
globally.

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Group returned
to meeting on campus. They
continue to pray over the shawls
before giving them to sick and
lonely members and non-members
alike.

By Dr. Hmingi Browne,
Congregational Life
Pastor

8 groups of Tables of 6 Dinner
Fellowship Groups were able
to meet throughout the year in
support of one another.
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GROWING OUR GARDEN

THE FOOD PANTRY

The Food Pantry feeds the hungry in our community.
On average the Food Pantry:
• Serves 550-700 clients/guests a week (the client/guest
represents one person in a family unit). It is important
to note that the number of people who are helped by
the pantry may be difficult to estimate as a family may
range from 1 person to families as large as 13 persons.
•

During the time that the Food Pantry is open on
Fridays in the late afternoon (second and fourth
Fridays of the month), an average of 30 clients/guests
are served.

We are grateful to God for having the opportunity to love
our neighbor by providing necessary provisions to families
in need. We are thankful to all of our 62 volunteers who
serve in the Food Pantry in numerous capacities.

GROWING OUR GARDEN

THE PALMS CENTER
THERE WERE 8,367 PARTICIPANTS AND A TOTAL OF
$36,358 IN REVENUE WAS COLLECTED IN 2021.

By Kathy Robinett,
Food Ministry Coordinator

2,000 LBS OF PRODUCE, 800 LBS OF BREAD AND 1,500 LBS
OF CANNED GOODS ARE DISTRIBUTED DAILY.

The Palms Center had another great year with an
abundance of activities for everyone. Pickleball, Trivia
and Table Tennis remain our most popular activities,
while Tai Chi, Basketball, Yoga, Vitality and Firm
Believers exercise classes attract great participation
as well. Our facility is also equipped with conference
spaces so we can host watercolor classes, Bible
journaling classes, youth groups, small groups and
various meetings. We’re proud to gain a new community
partner with the Special Olympics Basketball program,
who joined us in the Fall of 2021.
We invite you to stop by and unwind on the new rocking
chairs that were added to the “front porch” of the
Palms Center. Be sure to enjoy some refreshing fruitinfused water while rocking, relaxing and taking in all
the beauty of our campus. We are grateful for all these
new additions!
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Our Palms Center community wouldn’t be the
success that it is without our amazing volunteers
and instructors. Their desire to promote health and
wellness shows in the many hours they give setting up
and taking down equipment, greeting you with a smile,
offering free lessons, staying current on rules, and so
much more. Their love of neighbor is contagious and a
reflection on everyone who visits the Palms Center.
Thank you for your continued generosity and vision
for the ministry that is happening through the Palms
Center.
By Susan Neisler
Health & Well-Being Director
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GROWING OUR GARDEN

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the
way he should go; even when he is old he will
not depart from it.” This is a goal of ours in
Children’s Ministry at Church of the Palms. While
we train up the child, it is important for us to use
the manual, or map, which is better known to us
as “God’s Word!”
Kids today have so many influences telling them
what they should do, be, study, or even play. And
kids have rules: at school, at home, on the field,
and eventually, of the road and the world.
At Impact Kids each child is given a chance to
claim their own rules for their life as they learn
and grow. We call these our “4 Core Values.” If
our children can claim these 4 core values as
their own, then we have planted some good
seeds.
As we learn lessons from the Bible, sing songs
in worship, pray together and talk about life, we
weave in those four values so they stick. We
hope to build a faith that each child can claim
as their own and that will stick so they will not
depart from it.

This year (2021) has been such a blessing.
Despite the obstacles and uncertainties we have
found creative ways to get families together.
Children have enjoyed new ways to worship
God, pray together and for each other. We have
grown our ministry outreach to include a full
hour of faith formation for the kids, a new Family
Room gathering space for parents to connect,
a new Cub Scout pack (Pack 895) and a Bible
Buddy reading program. We have begun new
and creative ways to get families together with
outings like blueberry picking and pie making;
a family day in the woods retreat at Cedarkirk;
Easter and Christmas programs under the tree;
and a pumpkin patch filled with fall family fun
on our own back 40.
As we learn new ways to be the Church, we stay
strong as the Church, and follow where His spirit
leads us to loving God, loving people, doing our
best, and having fun all in the name of Jesus.
By Carol Homeister, Children’s Ministry Director
(Pictured below, left)

IMPACT KIDS 4 CORE VALUES:
1. LOVE GOD!
Love God above all things.
2. LOVE PEOPLE!
All people, even the hard ones to love.
3. DO YOUR BEST!
When we do our best, God does the rest.
4. HAVE FUN!
God gives us Joy. It’s His blessing to us.
14
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REPORT

STATISTICAL REPORT
2021
1812

Active Members
as of 12.31.21

109

Affiliate Members
as of 12.31.21
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In Memoriam
Alberta Adams
Livingston Baker
Robert Banwell
Betty Bartlett
Kathryn Biss-Barbera
Roma (Jeanne) Blair
Kimball Bobbitt
Ann Clark
Barbara Cofer
Dorothy Curtis
Dorothy (Dottie) Dahms
Gail Davies
Marguerite DiNunzio
Joan Drymon
Carroll Esry
John Fruth

Paul Goetz
Phillips Goodell
Kathryn (Katy) Goodwin
Maury (Maurice) Hagan
Edgar Halderman
Allen Higginbotham
Dorothy Hollis
Barbara Kemp
Alexander Knox
Jean Koenig
Marilyn Kricos
Christine (Chris) Lassen
Rev Fred Marsh
Mildred Martin
Robert McCullough
Peter McDede

Sarah McSwain
Carolyn (Patricia) Merrill
Richard Mohrman
Ben Morgan
Donald Nolt
Joy Perkins
Clara Pierce
Linda Pierce
Joyce Racy
Virginia Rickles
Alan Rodda
Lois Schomp
Lottie Specht
Delores (Dee) Stipp
Susan Sullivan
Joan Timm

Edward Torcicollo
Mary Ann Usher
Robert VanDerzee
Elizabeth Walser
Roger Wollstadt
Violet Woodward
Barbara Zeller

Baptisms

3

Marriages

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP IN DETAIL

AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP IN DETAIL

1805 Total Active Members beginning 1.1.21

116 Total Affiliate Members beginning 1.1.21

Gains: +86
• Restore to Active Rolls (+3)
• Transfer from Affiliate Rolls (+4)
• Certificate of Transfer (+17)
• Profession of Faith (+6)
• Reaffirmation of Faith (+37)
• Confirmation Class (+19)

Gains: +0

Losses: -79
• Certificate of Transfer (-4)
• Removed Upon Personal Request (-20)
• Death (-55)
1812 Total Active Members as of 12.31.21
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Losses: -7
• Transfer to Active Membership Rolls (-4)
• Death (-3)
109 Total Affiliate Members as of 12.31.21

BAPTISMS
• Infant/Child (20)
• Confirmand (1)
• Adult (1)
22 Total Baptisms

MARRIAGES
All marriages on campus
and those by our pastors
for Members off campus

Officers

Session

• Andrea Jackson
President of the Corporation

• 2022
Marcia Baarson
Linda Calvert
Gerry Hailey
Matthew Straeb

• Gerry Hailey
Vice President
• Fred Chamberlain
Treasurer
• Linda Getzen
Clerk to the Session/
Secretary of the Corporation
• Chris Bonnet
President of the Foundation

• 2023
Jeanne Asakura
Andrea Jackson
Pam Williams
• 2024
Diane Curtis
Maxine Perry
Steve Rowe
Sandi Stewart

Executive
Committee
Board of Deacons
• 2022
Phil Ellis
Tom Fulton
Charlene Nowak
Tom Webber
Don Schalekamp
• 2023
Tim Banister
Elizabeth Dexter
Bob Luedeka
Fee Mercer
Sue Stolberg
Peg Tonn

• 2024
Julie Boeger
Ginna Clark
Judy Connell
Marty Guice
John Kennedy
Shelly Maddox

3 Total Marriages

17

LESLEY CONZELMAN

2021 REPORT OF THE CONGREGATIONAL

After spending over 30 years in the travel industry, Lesley is retired and only doing occasional consulting
work. In her spare time, she volunteers at the COP food pantry, is a member of the COP Global Partners
Mission Committee, tutors English learners through the Literacy Council of Sarasota, and enjoys long
walks and good books. Lesley has been an elder and trustee in other Presbyterian congregations in the
past. She looks forward to serving at Church of the Palms.

Nominating Committee
To the Session and Congregation of the Church of the Palms,

DARREL JORDAN

The Nominating Committee of the Church of the Palms is pleased to present the following nominees for 2022:

Darrel and his wife are native Texans who moved full time to Siesta Key in 2017. They joined Church of
the Palms that same year and became active in several roles in the church. They have have two beautiful
daughters, two sons-in-law, and two wonderful grandchildren. Darrel’s career as a OB/GYN physician was
very fulfilling, but his greatest reward is his relationship with Christ and the grace He has shown him.

•

Five nominees for Elder: One for the Class of 2023 and Four for the Class of 2025

•

Six nominees for the Board of Deacons for the Class of 2025

•

Forty-one nominees for the Shepherding Deacon Class of 2025

•

Four nominees for the Nominating Committee: a 2-year term

•

Two nominees for the Memorial Garden Board: a 3-year term

ANDREW MCFALL

These individuals were selected from the names suggested by the congregation, the pastoral staff, and the nominating
committee. The selection criteria included worship attendance, participation and leadership in church activities, and
evidence of a vibrant relationship with Jesus Christ. Additionally, we chose these nominees based on their talents related
to the requirements of the particular position.
Respectfully submitted,

2021 Congregational Nominating Committee
Marcia Baarson

Andrew and his family have been active members of Church of the Palms since 2009. He is married to
Anne, and they have 3 sons (Cal – 22, Matthew – 19, and Stuart - 17). He has served as an Elder and a
Deacon, led the Open Palms Generosity campaign to help raise support for the new Palm Center, and
taught Sunday school. Andrew is currently serving on the Foundation Board, and he is grateful for the
fellowship and spiritual growth from being part of a COP men’s group. Over the past 30 years, Andrew
has worked for CPG companies leading Marketing and Brand Management, and he is currently a Senior
Director for Boar’s Head in the national headquarters in downtown Sarasota. Andrew also serves on
the Board for Young Life Sarasota and enjoys supporting his sons’ sports teams and other community
programs.

Chairperson
John Cavanaugh
John Kennedy
Paul Nielsen
Marlene Petro

Kyle Quattlebaum
Sandy Snyder
Sherry Watts

MARLENE PETRO
Marlene Petro moved to Sarasota from the Boston area in 2009 and joined Church of the Palms shortly
thereafter. Since then she has served the church in several areas beginning as the Easter Egg Hunt
coordinator, a wedding coordinator, an Elder in charge of Personnel, Nominating Committee, Foundation
Board, and currently as chair of Day of Hope. She is also President of the Samaritan Counseling Board of
Directors. Marlene looks forward to serving once again as a church Elder.

OFFICE OF ELDER

Elder Nominees
DIMITRIOS VAFEAS
Dimitrios and his wife Nancy have been members of Church of the Palms since 2003. Their children,
Alexander (18) and Olivia (15) grew up in the church, and are actively involved in Student Ministry.
Dimitrios previously served as Treasurer on the COP Preschool Committee and currently serves as an
usher at the 9 am service. Dimitrios grew up in Sarasota, and graduated from the University of Florida
with a degree in Finance. He has been a commercial banker locally for nearly 30 years. He has been at
Northern Trust for the past 12 years, where he currently serves as Senior Vice President of Commercial
and Private Banking in the Sarasota/Manatee County market. Dimitrios has been active with Boy Scouts
of America for the past 10 years and is currently an Assistant Scout Master with Troop 100. Dimitrios is
humbled and thankful for the privilege of serving as an Elder.
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OFFICE OF DEACON

Deacon Nominees
BARRY BUCHANAN
In 1991, while working for a local architectural firm, Barry was assigned to produce construction drawings
and be the Project Manager for Church of the Palms. After many years of not going to church Barry
decided it was time to reestablish his relationship with God and began attending Church of the Palms.
He joined COP in 2010 and has not missed a single Sunday service. He currently serves as an Usher
(captain for 3 usher teams) and Sanctuary head usher. He has been a Shepherding Deacon for 7 years
and this nomination will be his third 3 year term to sit on the Executive Committee of the Board of
Deacons and 8th year as a Shepherding Deacon.
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OFFICE OF DEACON CONTINUED
TOM FULTON (2nd Term)
Tom and his wife Barbara moved to Sarasota from the Chicago area in 2001 and joined COP in 2002. Tom
is an Elder, having served one term on Session a few years ago; has served on the Executive Committee
of the Board of Deacons the last three years; has served as a Shepherding Deacon since 2013; has been
a tutor for the last four school years; and had helped in the Contemporary Service one Sunday a month
from 2003 to 2020 as computer operator. He is looking forward to the privilege of serving on the Board
of Deacons for an additional term of three years.
CHRISTINE MASON
Chris has been a member of Church of the Palms since 1999. She’s been married to Rich for 30 years.
They are the parents to 3 young adult children; Parker, 24, Evan, 20, and Olivia, 19. Chris is a retired
Special Education Teacher. She enjoys spending time with her family and friends, volunteering with
children, and walking.
JACK BROWN
Jack and his wife, Shirley, have lived in Sarasota since 1984. They owned a business from which they
retired about ten years ago and sold to their son. They are active with their children and grandchildren.
They have been on the board of the Circus Arts Conservatory for several years. Jack is blessed to have
been a member of Church of the Palms since 1987 and is proud of the amount of mission work that goes
on here.
DICK THOMPSON
Dick has been a member of the church since 2010. He has been active in leadership roles all of his adult
life. A retired business executive, Dick has served one term as a Deacon, and has been a Shepherding
Deacon since the program began. He and his wife, Elizabeth, serve communion to homebound members.
Dick discovered in retirement that he had a passion for the arts. He has carved numerous full-size
carousel horses and discovered he could paint. Many of his paintings adorn the admin building office
walls. He does many artsy projects around the church and holds a record for creating over 2,000
pancakes for Day of Hope.
ELLEN SHALLER
Ellen spent nearly 40 years as a physical therapist and is currently working as a Care Advisor for Neuro
Challenge Foundation for Parkinson’s, a nonprofit in Sarasota. She was a Deacon and Stephen Leader
at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago and is now a Shepherding Deacon and Stephen Minister at
Church of the Palms.

Shepherding Deacon Nominees
Class of 2025
Marylyn Aiello
Sherry Brenneman
Cheryl Capistrant
Norbert Capistrant
Mary Beth Cordier
Peggy Fry
Barbara Fulton
Jan Gilbert
Leslie Gillis
Linda Halderman
Luz Hartley
Mary Ann Hartley
Ken Hixson

Please note: Names for the Class of 2023 & 2024 are not listed.
Evelyn Hodson
John Hodson
Eldon Johnson
Kristen Johnson
Judy Kiley
Tru Lawton
Barbara MacMillan
Justin McCormick
Susan McKinnon
Charlene Nowak
Pete Nowak
Vince Olson
Ginger Pavloff

Lou Pavloff
Martha Richmond
Lida Rogers
Pat Rowe
Don Schalekamp
Julie Schalekamp
Kathleen Shinn
Kay Smith
Doug Soul
Bill Torrance
Barbara Twible
Anne Veith
Orin Weisemann

Randi Weisemann
Ann Widen

Nominating Committee
Two-Year Terms
Judy Rodda
Tom Kollenberg
Dotti Tyle
Ray Bakich

Memorial Garden Board
Three-Year Terms
Judy Armitage
John McQueen
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MEMORIAL GARDEN REPORT

FINANCIAL REPORT

Memorial Garden Board
Annual Report

Total Mission Support

The Memorial Garden was dedicated in April 1993. The boundaries of the Garden were established by the Session as the
area around the Oak tree and the ground around the Chapel. The Memorial Garden Board was established to oversee
the Garden and the engraving of the Memorial Garden Wall. The Board reports to the congregation with oversight of the
By-Laws by the Session.
Members of the Church of the Palms and spouses are eligible to have their cremains spread in the Garden. An
application with a $500.00 fee per individual is required. The fee covers the engraving of the name on the wall and for
the perpetual care of the Garden. Memorial Garden Funds are maintained in a dedicated account in the church treasury
for day to day expenses, and the balance of the funds is maintained by the Foundation for the Church of the Palms.

Mission (External)

Mission (Denominational)

Benevolence - PRP, PCUSA

Presbytery Operations
Per Capital (Synod/General Assembly)

Beth-El Wimauma PRP
Mision Peniel Immokalee PRP
Kirkuk Presbyterian Church (Iraq)
Middle East Schubert-Antioch
Strong Kids, Strong Emotions
Total Benevolence PRP, PCUSA		

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021

Dedicated Account

$18,797.86

Dedicated Account

$22,953.38

Foundation Account

$146,313.72

Foundation Account

$149,502.49

TOTAL			

$165,111.56

TOTAL			

$172,455.87

$38,500

Local Missions
2020 INCOME
Applications & Gifts

Agape Flights
Brothers & Sisters Doing the Right Thing
Second Chance Last Opportunity
Second Heart Homes
Young Life Sarasota
Heart Gallery of Sarasota
Pastor’s Assistance
Extra Commitment

$31,320.01

2020 EXPENSES
Maintenance, postage, paper, etc.		
			$27,164.49

Board Members
Paul Nielsen (President)
Judy Armitage (Treasurer)
Marilyn Eigsti (Secretary)
Brad Hindall (Wall Director)
Jan Ricci (Applications Director)
Respectively Submitted,

Judy Armitage
Memorial Garden Board Treasurer

Total Mission Spend Included
in Operating Ministry Budget

$160,124

Special Offerings
& Designated Gifts

Honduras Eye Clinic
Honduras Good Samaritan
Wycliffe - Drymon
New Hope Bulgaria - Dimitri Todorov
Young Life
Total Worldwide Missions		

$58,424

$23,000

Worldwide Missions

The fund balances are as follows:

Total Denominational			

Total Local Missions			

$42,793

Total Global Missions		

$104,293

Student Sunday
Day of Hope		
Food Pantry
Samaritan Counseling Advent Dinner
Presbyterian Women Supported Missions
Special Gifts for Missions
Back to Basics Tutoring		
Two Cents a Meal
Total Other Gifts			

$288,715

Transfers & In-Kind (Internal)
Transfers to assist Misión Peniel and local food
scarcity programs
Total Transfers for Missions		

$254,850

In-Kind

Mission (Internal)
Session Missions
Palms Preschool Scholarships
Wilkinson Elementary
Samaritan Counseling 			
Total Session Mission			

Palms Preschool
Good Samaritan
Day of Hope
Food Pantry
Back to Basics Tutoring
Total In-Kind				

$58,368

$178,000

$942,650
2021 Total Mission Support
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OPERATING MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL REPORT

OPERATING MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL REPORT CONTINUED

2021 Annual Financial Report for
the Operating Ministry Budget of
Church of the Palms

Expense Detail

(continued)

Total Partnered Community

Income				

2021 Budget

2021 Actual

2022 Budget

Partnered Community
Staff Leadership			$64,741			$76,876			$72,395
Worship Broadcast			9,230			8,454			12,000
Campus Wide Media Maintenance
10,000			5,772			7,530
Sanctuary Media Maintenance		8,500			3,823			8,000
$92,471		

$94,925		

$99,925

Missions and Denominational Support
Staff Leadership			$859			$577			$13,700
Global Missions				106,090		104,293			109,286
Session Missions			59,348			58,368			61,128
Denominational Support		48,424			58,424			49,877

2021 Budget

2021 Actual

2022 Budget

$3,050,500		
114,000		

$3,339,585
89,532			

$3,049,345
144,205

Total Church Income
		
Palms Preschool Income

$3,164,500		
996,000		

$3,429,117		
1,005,466		

$3,193,550
1,089,555

Total Missions & Denominational $214,721		

$221,662		

$233,991

Total Income 			

$4,160,500

$4,434,583

$4,283,105

Miscellaneous Expense		

$26,926 		

$36,425		

$-

Total Church				

$3,094,613		

$2,986,689		

$3,200,865

Church Contributions
Church - Other Income

Expenses
Church Expenses
		
3,067,687
2,950,264
Palms Preschool
		
1,065,887
909,434
Miscellaneous Expenses		26,926			36,425

3,200,865
1,082,240

Total Expenses

		

$4,160,500

$3,896,123

$4,283,105

Difference				

$- 			

$538,460		

$-

Expense Detail			

2021 Budget

2021 Actual

2022 Budget

Spiritual Community
Staff Leadership
		$874,485		$861,631		$941,898
Worship				60,900			48,512			72,750
Congregational Life			32,900 			15,867			32,900
Family Life				70,725			45,136			92,150
Health & Wellness
		39,200			28,025			39,500
Total Spiritual Community		

$1,078,210		

$999,171		

$1,179,198

Organizational Community
Staff Leadership			$851,310			$840,085		$807,727
Administrative				71,000			77,441			76,100
Finance					11,500			7,672			10,00
Facilities
		634,500			627,128			670,924
Food Service				40,975			28,193			48,000
Communications			73,000			53,987			75,000
Total Organizational Community $1,682,285		

$1,634,506		

$1,687,751

Palms Preschool
Staff Leadership			$986,877 		842,794			999,050
Operating Expenses			79,010			66,640			83,190
Total Palms Preschool		

$1,065,887		

$909,434		

$1,082,240

Total Expenses			

$4,160,500		

$3,896,123		

$4,283,105

Please note that the church also received forgiveness in early 2021 for the $441,141 PPP Loan that the church received in 2020.

Summary of 2021 Giving
426 FAMILIES PLEDGED $1,586,200
To the Operating Ministry Budget

$1,511,124
In pledged giving was received

OVER 94% MET THEIR PLEDGE
And 126 families, or 30%, exceeded their pledge

$1,693,373
Non-pledged giving to the Operating Ministry Budget in 2021 (734 families contributed).
These amounts include two estate gifts totaling $130,000
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FOUNDATION REPORT

Report of the Foundation for
the Church of the Palms
The Board of Directors of the Foundation is pleased to report that in 2021 it approved grants totaling $264,446.84 to
the Church of the Palms and its mission partners. Each year the Board of Directors considers grant requests that are
submitted through the Session. A grant guideline is determined each year by the Directors, in accordance with its bylaws
this amount is 4% of a 5 year rolling average of the unrestricted assets. In 2021 the amount was $271,034.
Grant requests were approved in 2021 as follows:

• $12,446.84

FOUNDATION REPORT CONTINUED

$

BEGINNING BALANCE 01/01/2021

8,162,235.06

Bequests and donations

		

160,750.38

Dividend/interest income

		

127,976.08

Foreign tax withholding

		

Change in market value

		

(4,095.45)
998,924.42

Fees

67,575.41

Expenses

6,726.96

Distribution to Memorial Garden

14,600.00

Grants made
ENDING BALANCE 12/31/2021

		

264,446.84
$9,092,441.28

Habitat for Humanity

• $50,000
Mission Programs, Peace River Presbytery

• $10,000
Faith and Society Speakers Series

• $22,000
Leadership Theological Training

• $170,000
Walking Trail, Development of area South of Palms Center
As set out in more detail on the following page, the Foundation ended 2021 with unrestricted and restricted assets of
$9,092,441.28 Restricted accounts consist of Memorial Garden Fund $ 149,502.20, Scholarship Fund $80,792.44 and
Food Pantry Fund $107,292.88.

The Foundation would not exist and could not support the church without the vision and generosity of its donors, past
and present. We are thankful to those church members who have included the Foundation in their estate plans. As
a small token of our appreciation our donors are recognized in the Legacy Society and if desired on the Legacy Tree
located in the Narthex of the Sanctuary.
Beginning in 1983, the Foundation has distributed in excess of $5.7 million dollars and has been a faithful steward of all
the gifts it has received. We will continue to work hard and be true to Honoring the Legacy - Advancing the Mission.
It has been a privilege to serve as President of our Foundation in 2021 and I would like to express my appreciation
and gratitude to our hard working board members, Andrea Jackson, Treasurer, Bill Reynolds, secretary, Marlene Petro,
Matthew Straeb, David West, and Andrew McFall. We look forward to welcoming our newest member Wendy Cox.
The Board looks forward to 2022 and what plans God may have in store for us and we appreciate your continued support
and prayers.

Christopher P. Bonnet
President for the Foundation
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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE PALMS. OUR DEEP COMMITMENT IS TO LOVE GOD AND
LOVE NEIGHBOR. WE CELEBRATE AND EMPLOY ONE ANOTHER’S GIFTS, EXPERIENCE,
AND KNOWLEDGE. WE EMPOWER EACH OTHER IN CREATING A MEANINGFUL IMPACT.
AND WE SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER’S GROWTH AND WELLNESS.

|

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEPALMS.ORG

|

3224 BEE RIDGE ROAD,
SARASOTA, FL 34239

