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Watch Us Live @ 9 am, Livestream or Comcast Channel 1098

Sermons 
Available in the Sanctuary Narthex, front office and website.

Hearing Loop
Switch hearing aids to T-Coil. Reception is weak in the 7th row from front.

Sunday Services

Traditional Service
9 & 11 am • Sanctuary

Contemporary Service
9 am • Campus Center

Student & Family Sunday Opportunities
Worshiping together as a family is a priority at Church of the Palms, as it 

helps create a personal faith in the lives of our children and students.

WE LOVE God ..WE LOVE Neighbor.
We’re excited that you’re here. 

Nursery Care  
(Birth - 4 years old)
8:45 - 11:15 am

Drop off and pick up: 
Educ. Bldg. Rm. 103

Impact Kids (PreK - 5th grade)
Educ. Bldg. Rm. 207
Kids begin in worship and then  
join Miss Carol for a fun-filled  
kids worship. 

Middle & High School Students
Palms Center • 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Summer kick-off tonight with BBQ, line dancing, and a mechanical 
bull! Families are encouraged to stay and join, and this is the first 
time our 5th graders are welcomed into Student Ministry as 6th 
graders!

Connect With Us
Scan this QR code with the camera app on your smart device 
to be taken to our mailing list sign up form. Be sure to check 
us out on social media: YouTube, Facebook and Instagram!

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEPALMS.ORG
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WE GATHER
Prior to the hour, the Prayer of Invocation begins a time of preparation and  
music meditation.

Prayer of Invocation  
Kathy Banister   1st service   •  Sherry Brenneman  2nd service

God of majesty, you led the Messiah through suffering into risen 
life, and took him up to the glory of heaven. Clothe us with the 
power promised from on high, and send us forth to the ends of 
the earth as heralds of repentance and witnesses of Jesus Christ, 
firstborn from the dead, who lives with you now and always in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

Prelude
Prelude and Fugue in C Minor  J.S. Bach

WE PRAISE

Chimes on the Hour

Introit 
Glory to God  Kathy Clark

Chancel Choir

*Call to Worship   
Leader: Sing to God; sing praises to God’s name. Let all the 
nations bow down to worship God.
People: God is ruler over all creation. God reigns over earth and 
the farthest heavens.
Leader: Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over all. Listen 
to hear God’s mighty voice.
People: This sanctuary is filled with God’s presence. Here we 
receive power and strength from God.
Leader: Here we pray together God’s guidance. The Holy Spirit 
empowers us to witness.
People: God draws us together as one people. We can 
experience eternity in the midst of time.
Leader: Let us worship God.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE • MAY 21, 2023

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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*Hymn #145
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!

WE CONFESS  

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession (together)      
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and 
crowned him Lord of all. We confess that we have not bowed 
before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone 
along with the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory. 
Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful 
people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
rules the world and is head of the church, his body. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

*Silent Prayer of Confession  

*Declaration of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*Congregational Response (together)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith - - The Apostles’ Creed The Apostles’ Creed (together)   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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WE SHARE

*Passing of the Peace    
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
(Children may come forward at this time for the Children’s Moment at 9 am)

*Response
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love!

Children’s Moment (9 am)  
Sarah Soboleski

Response (9 am)
Go, my children with my blessing, never alone;
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river, I have made you mine forever,
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism (11 am)  
Houston Banks Hunter, child of Ashley & Jason Hunter & 
Crew Collins Heck, child of Kristina & Thomas R. Heck, Jr.

Life at Church of the Palms     

Minute for Mission: Vacation Bible School 
Colleen Buchmeier

Anthem
Glory in the Lord  Joseph Martin 

Chancel Choir

Stephen Ministry Commissioning (9 am) 
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Recognition of New Members (11 am)

Moment of Gratitude  
Take My Life  arr. Forrest

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication    

WE PROCLAIM 

Hymn #150  
Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Litany of Chancel Furnishings Dedication
Leader: Almighty and everlasting God, in your great mercy you 
saved Noah and his family in the Ark from the destruction of the 
flood, prefiguring the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. We thank you 
that by faith and through the waters of Baptism we rest in your 
grace. Grant through your Spirit that those baptized here may 
enjoy the liberty and splendor of the children of God.   

People: There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; People One 
God and Father of all. We dedicate this Font in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader: Gracious God, in every age you have spoken through the 
voices of prophets, pastors, and teachers. Purify the lives and 
the lips of those who speak here, that the Gospel of Christ may 
be boldly and faithfully proclaimed, for the building up of your 
Church and the extension of your kingdom. Let the words of our 
mouths and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable 
in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.    
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People: We dedicate this pulpit in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Leader: Loving God, on the night that he was betrayed, your 
Son Jesus Christ instituted for us the banquet of our salvation. 
Accept here our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in union 
with the one perfect sacrifice of your Son. Grant that all who 
eat and drink at this Holy Table may be fed and refreshed by the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. May they come with penitent 
hearts, lively faith, and perfect charity; and know that they are 
accepted always. 

People: We dedicate and consecrate this Table in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. May it be to us 
a sign of the heavenly Altar where your saints and angels praise 
you forever.

Leader: We dedicate this furniture to our living of God’s word, as 
we go from here inspired, challenged, comforted, or wondering, 
as we remain on the look-out for God’s presence in every place 
we go. May we remember that as you call us, o God, you send 
us.  As we are called to this place, it is to be sent out again, to 
proclaim your word with our lives, to engage your word with our 
minds and hearts, and to live your word with our whole selves.  

People: We pray this dedication in the name of Jesus, who took 
simple things and helped us to see God. Amen.
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The Lessons 
Acts 1:6-11  
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Philippians 2:1-11 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others 
as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he existed in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be grasped,
but emptied himself,
    taking the form of a slave,
    assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.
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Therefore God exalted him even more highly
    and gave him the name
    that is above every other name,
so that at the name given to Jesus
    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon
Your Turn to Drive
Dr. Stephen D. McConnell

WE GO

*Hymn #151
Crown Him with Many Crowns

*Benediction   

*Benediction Response
Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way;
With thee began, with thee shall end the day.
Guard thou the lips from sin, the heart from shame,
That in this house have called upon thy name.

*Postlude
O, Had I Jubal’s Lyre  G.F. Händel

*Congregation, please stand if able          Church Copyright License for all Music #706640 / Video #503843606 
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new membersWELC    ME

Stephen Ministry Class 2023

May 2023

MELINDA BRIZENDINE  Sarasota, FL

Melinda is a snowbird from KY, who has been 
married for 15 years. Melinda joined Church of the 
Palms to become a better Christian and servant.

GLENN DAVIDOW  Sarasota, FL

Glenn joined Church of the Palms to have a closer 
relationship with Christ.

A.D. JOHNSON Sarasota, FL

A.D. feels that Church of the Palms answers so 
many personal needs.

Pictured from left to right: Carolyn Collins, Linda Holley, Cynthia Sweeney, 
Nancy Speed, Laura Trebing & Marji Melaro
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LEADERSHIP TEAM
Dr. Stephen D. McConnell Senior Pastor smcconnell@churchofthepalms.org

Dr. Lal Hmingliani Browne Congregational Life Pastor hbrowne@churchofthepalms.org

Rev. Laurie Haas Family Life Pastor (On Sabbatical leave until August 21)

Rev. Sarah Soboleski Executive Pastor ssoboleski@churchofthepalms.org

Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp Worship & Music Pastor gbeauchamp@churchofthepalms.org

Dr. Jonathan Spivey Organist / Pianist jspivey@churchofthepalms.org

Conor Peters Student & Family Ministry Director cpeters@churchofthepalms.org

Carol Homeister Children’s Ministry Director chomeister@churchofthepalms.org

Dr. Stuart Broberg Visitation Pastor stuartbroberg@aol.com • 412.760.8027

Rev. Melvin Christian Visitation Pastor melchristi1@verizon.net • 941.284.8755

OUR MISSION PARTNER: SECOND HEART HOMES (SSH) 
SSH a local nonprofit organization that provides housing and critical support 
services to homeless adults who are committed to focusing on their mental 
health in the Sarasota and Bradenton areas. Today is the last day of collection 
for the following items (please drop off under the tree or in the front office):

• Laundry detergent pods 
• Toilet paper 
• Razors (electric for men and regular for women) 
• Shaving cream 
• Paper yard waste trash bags 
• Multipurpose cleaner (preference of Lysol, Comet, vinegar) 
• Mens & women’s wallets
• Gift cards: Visa, Ace Hardware, Lowe’s, Home Goods, Amazon, TJ Maxx

Please note: Monetary donations must be made directly to Second Heart 
Homes. Church of the Palms is not accepting monetary donations.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

The beautiful flowers in the Sanctuary are given today to the glory of God and 
in honor of Betty Federico, and in loving memory of Janie Weeber, by David 
and Mary Federico.

LEGACY GIVING CORNER

It’s a privilege to give back to your church that has been such a big part of 
your life. Bequest gifts have the power to impact future generations in the 
same way. It’s so easy to include your church in your will and still provide for 
loved ones, while also becoming a member of The Legacy Society at Church of 
the Palms. For more information about The Legacy Society, or remembering 
the Church or Foundation in your estate planning, contact Dr. McConnell 
(941.924.1323, smcconnell@churchofthepalms.org)
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As a part of Pastor Laurie’s Sabbatical Renewal Grant from the Lilly 
Endowment, Church of the Palms also has the opportunity to participate 
in the renewal! Our final Gather & Grow class is today. We will take a break 
during the summer and resume in the fall.

TODAY’S TOPIC 
Leaving Home to Go Home: The Art and Practice of Pilgrimage.  Join Dr. 

McConnell as we explore the ancient and joyful practice of spiritual pilgrimage. 

10:15 AM • CAMPUS CENTER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PALMS PRESCHOOL TEACHER APPRECIATION MONTH
We are grateful for each of our teachers, who bless our children. They 
deserve much praise and thanks for everything that they do.

SENIOR WELL-BEING CAREGIVER WORKSHOP:  
Planning Your Self-Care
May 25 • 2 pm • Resource Center (Room 202, Educ. Bldg.)

Caregiving for a loved one living with dementia can be exhausting both 
physically and emotionally. Learn about ways to intentionally make 
yourself the priority.

LOVING STITCHES
May 26 • 9:45 am • Chapel Reception Room

PENTECOST SUNDAY: GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
May 28 • 10 am - 1 pm • Palms Center
Share your God given talent (special handicraft, paperwork, ceramics, 
etc.) with us on Pentecost Sunday. Sign up via our website by today. In 
celebration of Pentecost, we invite you to wear red next Sunday, May 28, 
and encourage you to join us in the Palms Center after service for an 
exhibit of our gifts!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN THE SUMMER CHOIR
Dates: June 4 & 18; July 16 & 30; Aug. 6 & 20 

No experience necessary

Rehearsals at 8 am (for the 9 am service) and 10 am (for the 11 am 
service). Contact Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp:  
gbeauchamp@churchofthepalms.org

RACE & THE CHURCH BOOK DISCUSSION
May 31 • 6 pm • Chapel
We will be discussing Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent 
Lessons for Our Own by Eddie S. Glaude. Sign up via our website or at the 
front office.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Stellar - Shine Jesus’ Light
June 5-9 • 9 am - 12 pm 
Come serve along side us and lead our campers through an intergalactic 
expedition! Visit the church’s website to sign up as a VBS volunteer.

SUMMER TUTORING (for students entering grades 1 - 5 only)
Tuesdays & Thursdays between June 13 - July 27 
3 - 5 pm • Campus Center
Sign up to be a tutor: www.churchofthepalms.org/tutoring

We will focus on reading and math skills. Tutors and substitutes will work 
directly with students (teaching, reviewing, studying, playing educational 
games, etc). Greeters will help with check-in procedures and provide 
hospitality to tutors and families. Please feel free to sign-up via the 
church’s website for any position that interests you. We really appreciate 
your help! Please note: Grades 1-12 tutoring will resume in the fall.

SAMARITAN COUNSELING: integrate Faith & Wellness 
Summit on June 15
Register: samaritangulfcoast.com/events/integrate-summit
Bringing the faith and mental wellness communities together to educate, 
engage, encourage, and empower families and leaders. Featuring keynote 
speaker Aundi Kolber, licensed professional counselor (MA, LPC) and 
author of the critically acclaimed Try Softer and recently released Strong 
Like Water. Register for this event: samaritangulfcoast.com/events/
integrate-summit
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• New socks, new underwear, 
gently used or new books (for 
children 5-18 years of age), 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
and dental floss. These 
items may be dropped off in 
the Administration building 
Monday through Friday during 
regular business hours.

DAY OF HOPE
Saturday, July 15, 2023

Our 12th Day of Hope is an important continuing mission at 
Church of the Palms. We help 250 children and their families 
in our community by providing backpacks filled with school 

supplies, personal care items, food and more!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Monetary Donations. Your 
generous donation in any 
amount will make it possible 
for us to serve these children 
not only on Day of Hope, but 
during the school year as well. 
You may give via text, online 
giving or check. Please make 
your check payable to Church 
of the Palms with Day of Hope 
listed on the memo line

• Volunteers. Register at churchofthepalms.org 

For more info, contact Marlene Petro: marlenepetro@gmail.com, 941.225.5117 
To volunteer, Kyle and Marsha Quattlebaum: kyleqgm@gmail.com, 941.208.3231
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Sally Round 
Ann Ross-Hudson
Kenneth Sanderson
Leland & Carol Selvey
Carol Spangle
George Thomas
Helen Watrous
Tom Webber
Lynn White
June Wilson
Lelia Windom
Phyllis Zubulake

FRIENDS
Jessica Berger
Carol Charlesvoix 
Tory Counen
Katrin Dameron
Trent David
Tracy Day
Norman Delage
Barbara Frisbee
Susan Horton
Fred Jones
Jane Nutter Johnson
Pamela Kamfer
Robin Kassis
Nancy Lachowicz
Jim Larner
Maurice Lindsay
Sharon Marker
Kelly McBride
Jan McLelland & family
Kevin Miller
Vohnda Miller
Summer Miller
Niki Muir
Holly Musso
Joshua Palmieri
Deb Powell

MEMBERS
Margie Anderson
Betty Atchison 
Nancy Bauman
Margaret Baechtold  
Julie Boeger
Marilyn Buchholz
John Cavanaugh
Jane Chinn
Eunice Church
Don Curtis 
Amy Conner
Jean DeMeritt
Frank & Anne Folsom-Smith
Jim Furneaux
Jackie Garn
Brenda & Chuck George
Beverly & Ruben Gerzeny
Bill Getzen
Wendell Gottman
Diane Graeb
Grace Greene
Doris Horn
David Imel
Carroll Jenkins
Orville Kirchhoff
Greta Mahaffey
Barbara Michelson
Jim Koole
Sally McFadden
Allan McIlraith
Gaye Meade
Ava Melberth
Terri Mesloh
Marian Morton
Joyce Nerthling
Nancy Pelton
Margie Pilger
Terry Richardson
Judy Rodda

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, and you have their 
permission to do so, please call our church office at 941.924.1323. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

John Radcliffe
Christina Rafter
Lara Saltsman
Natalie Schulz
Olivia Shawkey
Ron Stevens
Toni Tichenor
Barbara Tiffany
Melissa Truax
Edna Walter
Victims & families of 

mass shootings
People of Myanmar  
People of The Ukraine 
People of Turkey 
People of Syria 

MILITARY
John Arena 
Madison Brillon
Kayle Austin Perry
Chris Branning
Jonah Durst

DEEPEST 
CONDOLENCES TO 
THE FAMILY OF
Donna Kirk

GRIEFSHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Fridays • 10 am 

Chapel Reception 

Room Led by Pastor 
Hmingi Browne 
(941.924.1323 x 221), 
Marilyn Aielo & Jean 
Fulton.
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LoveLet us

ONE 
ANOTHER

WELCOME! 
How might we serve you?

I’d like to subscribe to your newsletter.  ____________________

I am a visitor and would like to learn more about Church of 
the Palms.

I want to learn more about membership.

I am interested in serving opportunities. Scan the QR code 
above to visit our Volunteer Accelerator survey page.

I have a specific prayer request: _______________________________

PLEASE PLACE IN OFFERING BASKET.

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________

Comments: ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scan the 
QR code to 

explore serving 
opportunities



Monday, May 22
Morning Psalms 97; 145
First Reading Ezekiel 4:1-17
Second Reading Hebrews 6:1-12
Gospel Reading Luke 9:51-62
Evening Psalms 124; 115

Tuesday, May 23
Morning Psalms 98; 146
First Reading Ezekiel 7:10-15, 23b-27
Second Reading Hebrews 6:13-20
Gospel Reading Luke 10:1-17
Evening Psalms 66; 116

Wednesday, May 24
Morning Psalms 99; 147:1-11
First Reading Ezekiel 11:14-25
Second Reading Hebrews 7:1-17
Gospel Reading Luke 10:17-24
Evening Psalms 9; 118

Thurs., May 25
Morning Psalms 47; 147:12-20
First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32
Second Reading Hebrews 7:18-28
Gospel Reading Luke 10:25-37
Evening Psalms 68; 113

Fri., May 26
Morning Psalms 96; 148
First Reading Ezekiel 34:17-31
Second Reading Hebrews 8:1-13
Gospel Reading Luke 10:38-42
Evening Psalms 49; 138

Saturday, May 27
Morning Psalms 92; 149
First Reading Ezekiel 43:1-12
Second Reading Hebrews 9:1-14
Gospel Reading Luke 11:14-23
Evening Psalms 23; 114

DAILY PRAYER from PC(USA)

Download via iTunes store, Google Play, or Amazon 
App store for your smart device. App fee: $2.99

Lectionary Readings for this week:

WHY ARE YOU HERE?
Scan the QR code using your camera app on your smart phone to 
explore volunteer opportunities at Church of the Palms.

OFFERINGS MAY ALSO BE PLACED IN 
THE BASKETS BY THE DOORS.


